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IMSA: Difficult qualifying
The best Porsche 911 RSR takes up the third to last race on Sunday from the fourth grid row.

After scoring its first victory at Lime Rock and second place at Road America, the race car now faces another difficult challenge against
the strong competition in North America’s premier sports car series. In the qualifying on the tradition-steeped 5.263-kilometre
racetrack close to Danville in the US state of Virginia, Laurens Vanthoor (Belgium) clocked the eighth fastest time in the #912 Porsche
911 RSR. His teammate is Gianmaria Bruni (Italy). In the second 911 RSR fielded by the Porsche GT Team, Dirk Werner (Germany)
occupies the ninth grid spot with the #911 car. With Patrick Pilet (France), he scored the maiden victory for the GT racer on 22 July,
which had been designed from scratch by Porsche Motorsport in Weissach.
Qualifying quotes
Marco Ujhasi, Director GT Factory Motorsports: “That was the difficult qualifying session we were expecting – and unfortunately that
was the expected outcome. Still, we not totally disappointed. The team worked well. We didn’t get things 100% right today, but almost.
In the race, we’ll do our utmost to make up some positions. It won’t be easy, but we’ll fight.”
Dirk Werner (911 RSR #911): “This result is obviously hard to accept. Engine performance is critical on this racetrack, and in terms of
top speed we’re not looking as good as our competition at the moment. This’ll definitely be a tough race for us. We need to try and get
through as well as we can and use our perfect strategy to make up a couple of places. That has to be our goal.”
Laurens Vanthoor (911 RSR #912): “This might sound strange, but my fast lap was almost perfect. The 911 RSR ran well and I didn’t
make a single mistake. Still, there wasn’t a lot we could do today, and it won’t be easy in the race either. Even the GTD cars are not that
much slower than us on the straights, and it’ll be very difficult to overtake them.”
Qualifying result
GTLM class
1. Hand/Müller (USA/D), Ford GT, 1:40.211 minutes
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2. Auberlen/Sims (USA/GB), BMW M6, + 0.204 seconds
3. Edwards/Tomczyk (USA/D), BMW M6, + 0.230
4. Fisichella/Vilander (I/SF), Ferrari 488 GTE, + 0.395
5. Gavin/Milner (GB/USA), Corvette, + 0.547
6. Garcia/Magnussen (E/DK), Corvette, + 0.591
7. Westbrook/Briscoe (GB/USA), Ford GT, + 0.630
8. Vanthoor/Bruni (B/I), Porsche 911 RSR, + 1.128
9. Pilet/Werner (F/D), Porsche 911 RSR, + 1.780
GTD class
1. Mul/Lewis (NL/USA), Lamborghini GT3, 1:43.391 minutes
2. Klingmann/Krohn (D/USA), BMW M6, + 0.230 seconds
3. Aschenbach/Davis (USA/USA), Audi R8, + 0.379
8. Morad/Long (USA/USA), Porsche 911 GT3 R, + 0.755
11. Bergmeister/Lindsey (D/USA), Porsche 911 GT3 R, + 1.306
13. MacNeil/Jeannette (USA/USA), Porsche 911 GT3 R, + 2.139
15. Braun/Bennett (USA/USA), Porsche 911 GT3 R, + 2.715
Info
The 2:40-hour race at the Virginia International Raceway takes off on Sunday, 27 August, at 13.35 hrs local time (19.35 hrs CEST).
Outside the USA, the race can be seen live on www.imsa.com.
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