
Porsche 911 RSR scores one-two 
victory, Wright Motorsports takes 
class win
15/11/2020 The Porsche GT Team has achieved maximum success at its final outing in the GTLM 
class of the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship. 

The race
In the highly dramatic twelve-hour race in Sebring, Britain’s Nick Tandy, Frédéric Makowiecki from 
France and Earl Bamber scored a victory with the No. 911 Porsche 911 RSR. The New Zealander 
celebrated twice after also clinching second place in the No. 912 car, which he shared with his 
teammates Laurens Vanthoor from Belgium and Neel Jani from Switzerland. After contesting a total of 
75 races since 2014, the North American Porsche works team has achieved 21 wins and 56 podium 
results. In the GTD class, the customer team Wright Motorsports took first place with the Porsche 911 
GT3 R. 



 
Pascal Zurlinden (Director Factory Motorsport): “That’s just crazy. There’s no better way to wrap up a 
factory programme. At the end of our IMSA campaign, we secured three wins in a row at Road Atlanta, 
Laguna Seca and now Sebring. That’s phenomenal. Congratulations as well to our customer squad 
Wright Motorsports. And let’s not forget our one-two success today at the WEC in Bahrain. There, too, 
we managed to celebrate another class win with a customer team. It was an incredibly successful day 
for Porsche Motorsport.”

In an eventful twelve-hour race in Florida, the decision in the GTLM class went down to the wire to the 
final 15 minutes of the race. After the last of nine safety car phases, Tandy had manoeuvred himself 
into the slipstream of the leading BMW. Shortly after the last restart, the frontrunner sustained tyre 
damage in the aftermath of a collision between several GTD vehicles. Tandy snatched the lead in his 
Porsche 911 RSR and held tight to his front spot to the flag. For the British racer and his teammate 
Makowiecki, this was the third victory in a row at the esteemed Sebring endurance classic. Bamber, 
who drove stints in both works cars at the season finale of the North American sports car racing series, 
crossed the finish line in second place, just 9.025 seconds behind. The Porsche factory squad 
concluded the last season with the 911 RSR in the GTLM class ranking third in the championship. 
 
Huge celebrations as well in the pits of the Porsche customer team Wright Motorsports. Works driver 
Patrick Long, his American compatriot Ryan Hardwick and Belgium’s Jan Heylen brought the 911 GT3 R 
with the starting number 16 over the finish line in first place. Despite the lack of grip at times and an 
unplanned change of the brakes, the strong trio maintained their composure in the fierce competition of 
the GTD class. The customer team from the US state of Ohio wrapped up the championship in second 
place, just two points shy of the title.

Shortly before the race, the works team bid the loyal fans of the Porsche 911 RSR farewell with a 
special spectacle. Five GTLM vehicles of the 2016, 2018, 2019 and 2020 generations turned three 
parade laps on the legendary circuit in Florida decked out in the much-loved liveries of Brumos, Mobil1, 
Coca-Cola and the special “Thank You” farewell wrap. To the delight of spectators, the drivers Laurens 
Vanthoor, Frédéric Makowiecki, Patrick Long, Jonathan Benett and Cooper MacNeil performed wheel 
spins and let the engines roar. On Wednesday evening, Pascal Zurlinden (Director Factory Motorsport) 
and Head of Operations Steffen Höllwarth thanked all employees of the Core Autosport squad at an 
emotional team event.

Comments on the race
Steffen Höllwarth (Head of Operations IMSA Championship): “I’m incredibly proud of the team. This 
weekend wasn’t easy for us. Because of the upcoming farewell, the mood was different than usual, but 
everyone coped just fine. We weren’t the fastest in the field, but we were the ones who made the least 
mistakes – and that’s how things like this happen. Suddenly you find yourself at the front. After three 
straight wins at Sebring, I’d say that this track has become our turf. Now it’s time to celebrate!” 
 



Frédéric Makowiecki (Porsche 911 RSR #911): “I can’t believe it! This is the third win in a row for Nick 
and me at this 12-hour classic. It’s a very special and unforgettable achievement. We may not have 
been the fastest today, but at such moments, that’s precisely the time to throw our hat into the ring. 
We worked flawlessly, the crew did a perfect job and as such we virtually forced our luck. I’m over the 
moon.” 
 
Nick Tandy (Porsche 911 RSR #911): “Our third straight win at Sebring, plus a double victory for 
Porsche – at the last outing of our works team no less! It doesn’t get better than that! Despite all the 
rejoicing, I feel very sad at the same time. We’ve scored so many incredible victories over the past few 
years and I’ve grown very close to the team. We’ll party hard tonight – so hard, in fact, that 
unfortunately we’ll have to postpone the loading of equipment into the trucks until tomorrow.” 
 
Earl Bamber (Porsche 911 RSR #911/#912): “It feels somehow very strange to be called on to the 
podium as the winner and runner up at the same time. You don’t get that every day. I contributed only in 
a minor way to the victory of number 911 car, my main task was to do the stints in ‘my’ number 912 
car. Our 911 RSR could never match the pace of the sister car, but we still didn’t give up. A one-two at 
the finale – there’s no better way to bid farewell to a racing series. It’ll remain in our memories forever.”

Further comments to the race you can find in the press release.

Results race
Result GTLM class 
1. Tandy/Makowiecki/Bamber (GB/F/NZ), Porsche 911 RSR #911, 332 laps 
2. Vanthoor/Bamber/Jani (B/NZ/CH), Porsche 911 RSR #912, 332 laps 
3. Krohn/Edwards/Farfus (FIN/USA/BR), BMW M8 GTE #24, 331 laps 
4. Spengler/De Phillippi/Herta (CDN/USA/USA), BMW M8 GTE #25, 330 laps 
5. Garcia/Taylor/Catsburg (E/USA/NL), Corvette C8.R #3, 323 laps 
6. Gavin/Milner/Fässler (GB/USA/CH), Corvette C8.R #4, 293 laps 
 
Result GTD class 
1. Long/Hardwick/Heylen (USA/USA/B), Porsche 911 GT3 R #16, 319 laps 
2. James/de Angelis/Turner (USA/CDN/GB), Aston Martin Vantage, 319 laps 
3. Farnbacher/McMurry/Michimi (D/USA/J), Acura NSX GT3, 319 laps 
 
Full results and championship standings on imsa.alkamelsystems.com.

The qualifying
The Porsche customer team Wright Motorsports has secured pole position in the GTD class for the 
twelve-hour race at Sebring. The squad from the US state of Ohio has laid excellent foundations in the 



open fight for the championship title. Heading to the finale of the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar 
Championship, the gap to the top in the overall classification is just seven points. In the faster GTLM 
category, the two Porsche 911 RSR fielded by the factory team start from positions five and six.

With an overcast sky and an air temperature of around 25 degrees Celsius, Nick Tandy from Great 
Britain at the wheel of the No. 911 car and Swiss racer Neel Jani in the No. 912 sister car went out on 
the track at the start of the session. The 36-year-old from Bedford and IMSA series record-holder with 
nine pole positions improved significantly in the first four laps but was ultimately unable to make any 
decisive ground due to deteriorating tyres. Jani, who experienced his first-ever qualifying session in the 
Porsche 911 RSR, clocked increasingly faster times on his nine laps, but was also unable to close the 
gap to the leader. After strong drives in the three free practice sessions on Thursday with regular stints 
at the front, Friday’s qualifying proved disappointing for Porsche. The factory squad contesting the 
North American sports car racing series tackles the hotly contested GTLM class on Saturday for the last 
time with the 911 RSR. Both vehicles are decked out in an adaption of the American national flag. 
Emblazoned in large letters on the underside of the rear wing is the sentiment “Thank You”.

In the GTD category, the Porsche 911 GT3 R fielded by the customer squad Wright Motorsports will 
start from pole position. During qualifying, Jan Heylen lapped the Sebring International Raceway in a 
time of 2:00.844 minutes and clearly eclipsed the competition. At the end of the session, the 
experienced Belgian held a lead over the second-placed car of seven-tenths of a second. For the race, 
Heylen shares the cockpit of the GT3 racer from Weissach with Porsche works driver Patrick Long from 
the USA and his American compatriot Ryan Hardwick. Wright Motorsports currently ranks second in the 
overall GTD category and still has a chance to claim the championship title at the finale in Florida.

Qualifying quotes
Steffen Höllwarth (Head of Operations IMSA Championship): “This qualifying was bitterly disappointing 
for us. After occupying the first two places in all practice sessions, we’d anticipated a lot more in the 
hunt for top qualifying times. We now have to put our heads together and analyse exactly why things 
didn’t go as we’d hoped. It’s very clear that we have a list of tasks to complete before we head into 
Saturday’s twelve-hour race. We’ll now tackle these challenges systematically and we want to achieve 
maximum success at our farewell race.” 
 
Nick Tandy (Porsche 911 RSR #911): “On the one hand, I’m shocked at how far off pole position we 
are. On the other hand, our 911 RSR handled extremely well in the qualifying as well. With a view to the 
upcoming twelve-hour race, that’s a really positive sign. You don’t win such a long-distance race over 
one fast qualifying lap. The final hours in darkness on Saturday will be decisive. I’m sure we’ll have a very 
strong car, particularly for this important phase.” 
 
Neel Jani (Porsche 911 RSR #912): “Prior to the start of the qualifying session, I’d only driven about 30 
laps in the 911 RSR at Sebring. For this reason, we experimented a bit with the tyres during the session 
and didn’t really focus on turning a single hot lap. I used the time during qualifying to gain more 



experience. With this in mind, the result isn’t at all bad. On Saturday, I’ll start with two stints. My job is 
to maintain contact with the leading group. After that, Earl and Laurens will attack and, if possible, go 
for victory. In this situation, I’m the classic third guy on board and I’ll try to do my job as good as I 
possibly can.” 
 
Jan Heylen (Porsche 911 GT3 R #16): “Pole position at a twelve-hour race isn’t that critical. Still, it’s 
much better to start at the front of the field instead of getting caught up in the chaos of the midfield. 
We’re well prepared for the race and are feeling confident after the strong performances of the previous 
races. We want to win the title, and we’re all focussed on this goal. I hope that at the end of the race I 
can celebrate with my teammates Patrick and Ryan and the team.”

Qualifying results
Result GTLM class 
1. Garcia/Taylor/Catsburg (E/USA/NL), Corvette C8.R #3, 1:55.456 minutes 
2. Spengler/De Phillippi/Herta (CDN/USA/USA), BMW M8 #25, + 0.660 seconds 
3. Krohn/Edwards/Farfus (FIN/USA/BR), BMW M8 #24, + 0.860 seconds 
4. Gavin/Milner/Fässler (GB/USA/CH), Corvette C8.R #4, + 0.990 seconds 
5. Tandy/Makowiecki/Bamber (GB/F/NZ), Porsche 911 RSR #911, + 1.384 seconds 
6. Vanthoor/Bamber/Jani (B/NZ/CH), Porsche 911 RSR #912, + 2.318 seconds

Result GTD class 
1. Long/Hardwick/Heylen (USA/USA/B), Porsche 911 GT3 R #16, 2:00.844 minutes 
2. Ferriol/Davis/Kaffer (USA/USA/D), Audi R8 LMS #30, + 0.702 seconds 
3. Hawksworth/Telitz/Kirkwood (GB/USA/USA), Lexus RC F #14, + 0.761 seconds

Full results and championship standings on imsa.alkamelsystems.com.

The preview
Porsche has a clear goal for the final round of the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship in 
Sebring (USA) on 14 November: The North American operations team Core Autosport is eager to wrap 
up the season with another victory on the Florida racetrack.

The works campaign with the two Porsche 911 RSR in the GTLM class comes to an end after seven 
very successful years. As a special treat for the many fans and loyal partners in North America, Porsche 
sends the two works cars to contest the race on the Sebring International Raceway decked out in 
striking designs. The special livery of the two 911 RSR will be unveiled on Tuesday before the race. The 
driver line-up for the season finale is also new: The Swiss works driver Neel Jani supports the regular 
IMSA drivers at the event in Florida. The traditional twelve-hour event on the former airfield close to the 
city of Orlando was originally planned for mid-March but had to be postponed by eight months due to 



the coronavirus pandemic.

“The last factory outing with the Porsche 911 RSR in the North American IMSA series brings up many 
emotions,” states Fritz Enzinger, Vice President Motorsport. “In the fierce competition against top-class 
rivals in the GTLM class, we’ve won the manufacturer’s title three times in seven years, among other 
accolades. We’re enormously proud of that. The North American market is very important for Porsche. 
That’s why I’m particularly pleased that our racing cars will be represented in big numbers at the IMSA 
events in 2021: the interest from customers to field the 911 GT3 R in the GTD class is huge, and we’ll 
be launching the new Porsche Carrera Cup North America next year as part of the support programme.”

“We’re keen to close a great chapter in the IMSA series with another success,” declares Pascal 
Zurlinden, Director Factory Motorsport. “Sebring has always been good turf for Porsche. In the last two 
years, our Porsche 911 RSR won the GTLM class at the twelve-hour race in Florida. Over the past 
weeks, our factory squad won at Road Atlanta and Laguna Seca. We’re heading to the big finale in top 
form. I’m sure we’ll be among the frontrunners in Sebring, as well.”

The Sebring International Raceway throws major challenges at man and machine. About a third of the 
6.02-kilometre racetrack consists of concrete slabs, which were previously part of the runway at the 
former Hendricks Army Airfield. These slabs cause hefty vibrations. Due to this special feature, the 
racetrack located about 100 kilometres south of Orlando is often mentioned on social media with the 
hashtag #RespectTheBumps. For the engineers of the works team, the emphasis is on finding a 
suitable setup for the kinematics of the 911 RSR. Porsche is the most successful manufacturer on the 
storied circuit, which has regularly hosted endurance races since 1950. So far, the Stuttgart marque 
has netted 18 outright wins and 72 class victories at Sebring. In the last two years, the Porsche 911 
RSR has dominated the GTLM class at the hugely popular endurances races in Florida. In addition to the 
Daytona 24-hour classic and the two races at Road Atlanta, this final round of the season counts 
towards the IMSA Michelin Endurance Cup.

The Porsche GT Team drivers
The regular drivers Nick Tandy from Great Britain and Frenchman Frédéric Makowiecki share driving 
duties in the No. 911 Porsche 911 RSR. The pair was part of the winning crew at Sebring in 2018 and 
2019. Porsche has announced Earl Bamber from New Zealand as the third driver. The two reigning 
GTLM driver champions Earl Bamber and Belgium’s Laurens Vanthoor join forces with Neel Jani in the 
cockpit of the identical No. 912 sister car. The 36-year-old WEC champion and 2016 Le Mans makes 
his race debut at the wheel of the 911 RSR after many kilometres of testing. Bamber and Vanthoor 
recently won the Laguna Seca race. The pair ranks sixth in the drivers’ classification, one position behind 
Tandy and Makowiecki. In the manufacturer’s championship, Porsche heads to the final round of the 
season in third place. In the IMSA Michelin Endurance Cup – a special classification which includes the 
four longest races of the season – the Porsche GT Team currently ranks second and has good chances 
of winning the title.



The customer team
In the GTD class, a category for racing cars complying with the FIA GT3 regulations, Wright Motorsports 
fields a Porsche 911 GT3 R. The American works driver Patrick Long joins forces with his compatriot 
Ryan Hardwick and Belgium’s Jan Heylen in the cockpit of the No. 16 car. The squad from the US state 
of Ohio is still in the running to claim the GTD-class title. Wright Motorsports travels to the final round 
ranking second in the team classification, seven points shy of the leader.

Successes of the Porsche 911 RSR in the IMSA championship
Since the start of the factory campaign with the Porsche 911 RSR in the hotly contested GTLM class of 
the IMSA series in 2014, the sports car manufacturer from Weissach has won the manufacturer’s title 
three times and the team championship twice. From 74 races over seven years, Porsche has achieved 
20 wins, 20 pole positions and 55 podium finishes. The greatest highlight is the overall victory of the 
911 RSR at the 2015 Petit Le Mans: In a spectacular race in the rain at Road Atlanta, the works drivers 
Nick Tandy, Patrick Pilet and Richard Lietz outpaced the entire field, including the faster prototypes. 
Britain’s Nick Tandy tops the list of statistics as the most successful driver in the North American 
Porsche factory squad. With nine pole positions to his credit, the outright Le Mans winner from 2015 
has set a record in the IMSA series.

More comments prior to the race
Steffen Höllwarth (Head of Operations IMSA Championship): “We’re returning to the venue where 
we’ve enjoyed many successes. Once again, our goal this year is clear: we want to win. Unfortunately, 
we don’t have our regular third drivers for this year’s 12-hour race because of overlapping dates with 
other series on the same race weekend. However, with Neel Jani, an extremely experienced driver joins 
the team. We aim to go for broke one last time with him and the entire squad. Unfortunately, we’re out 
contention for the IMSA title, but we are eager to clinch the IMSA Michelin Endurance Cup.”

Nick Tandy (Porsche 911 RSR #911): “We’re returning to Sebring as the winners of the last two years. 
To clinch two straight victories in this twelve-hour race is quite an achievement. It would be awesome 
to finish the series with a hat trick! As such, our aim is very clear: We want maximum success again for 
our last joint outing as a works team. The farewell doesn’t play a major role for me until the chequered 
flag falls. I think it’s much more important that we prepare meticulously and systematically for this last 
race.”

Frédéric Makowiecki (Porsche 911 RSR #911): “Nick and I have very fond memories of Sebring. We 
won the endurance classic in the last two years and we’d now like to wrap up the factory campaign with 
a third victory. The race is usually contested in spring. Now, in mid-November, we’ll be spending more 
time driving in the dark. We have to keep this in mind when finding an optimal setup. Those who drive 



fast and consistently in the night have the best chances in the fierce competition of the GTLM class.”

Earl Bamber (Porsche 911 RSR #912): “For me personally, the end of the season is particularly 
significant because I have a very close relationship with the IMSA series. My career began as a Porsche 
works driver in North America in 2015. Since then, I’ve contested over 50 races in the championship, 
I’ve met some great people there and I’ve celebrated some fantastic wins. The undisputed highlight was 
our title win last year. I’d like to close this chapter with a win at Sebring.”

Laurens Vanthoor (Porsche 911 RSR #912): “It’ll be an emotional finale in Florida. Over the years, we’ve 
experienced a lot, we’ve worked a lot and we’ve celebrated a lot with our fabulous team. We’re travelling 
to Sebring in high spirits after our win at Laguna Seca. We still have some unfinished business at the 
twelve-hour race. I’ve finished on the podium but I’ve never won there. It’s the perfect time to settle 
that score this coming weekend. I promise one thing: There’ll be some cool burnouts to farewell the 
fans.”

Neel Jani (Porsche 911 RSR #912): “I’ve done several days of testing in the Porsche 911 RSR, but it’ll 
still be diving in the deep end. I’ve never contested a GT race before. I’ll have a lot to learn in a very short 
time at the Sebring weekend. Most notably, from the perspective of a GT driver, I’m not familiar with 
driving in traffic. Still, I know the track well, I’ve driven prototypes there multiple times and I climbed the 
podium in 2013. Four years later, I scored pole position in an LMP2 car – beating all DPi vehicles. I’m 
looking forward to this big challenge and I’d like to help my teammates, Earl and Laurens, as much as 
possible to finish as far up the GTLM field as possible.”

Live streaming of the race
The Sebring 12-hour race of the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship takes off on Saturday, 14 
November, at 10:10 a.m. local time (16:10 p.m. CET). The race can be viewed outside the USA and 
Canada on www.imsa.com.

The schedule (local time, CET: -6 hours)
Thursday, 12 November

10:05 – 11:05 am: Free practice 1 
2:35 – 3:50 pm: Free practice 2 
6:15 – 7:45 pm: Free practice 3

Friday, 13 November

10:15 – 10:30 am: Qualifying GTD 
10:40 – 10:55 am: Qualifying GTLM



Saturday, 14 November

8:00 – 8:20 am: Warm-up 
10:10 am – 10:10 pm: Race

This is the IMSA SportsCar Championship
The IMSA SportsCar Championship was founded in the USA and Canada in 2013 after the merger of 
the American Le Mans Series and the Grand-Am Series. A year later the new sports car race series, 
which is organised by the International Motor Sports Association (IMSA), was contested for the first 
time. Sports prototypes and sports cars start in four different classes: GTLM (GT Le Mans), GTD (GT 
Daytona), Dpi (Daytona Prototype international) and LMP2 (Le Mans Prototype 2). The new Porsche 
911 RSR is fielded in the GTLM class, and the Porsche 911 GT3 R contests the GTD class.
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