
Difficult qualifying for the 911 RSR 
at Road Atlanta
07/10/2017  Petit Le Mans on the tradition-steeped Road Atlanta racetrack promises to be a fierce 
finale to the IMSA SportsCar Championship season: In the qualifying session for Saturday’s ten-hour 
race in the US state of Georgia, the fastest eight in the GTLM class were separated by just five-tenths 
of a second.

Never before this season has the fight for pole position been so close. The best Porsche 911 RSR 
shared by Gianmaria Bruni (Italy), Laurens Vanthoor (Belgium) and Earl Bamber (New Zealand) clocked 
the eighth quickest time. Patrick Pilet (France) planted the sister 911 RSR fielded by the Porsche GT 
Team on the ninth grid spot. For the race, he shares the cockpit with Dirk Werner (Germany) and Nick 
Tandy (Great Britain). 
 
Petit Le Mans also marks the last race in the prestigious North American Endurance Cup, which also 
includes the long-distance classics of Daytona, Sebring and Watkins Glen. In this competition Porsche 
leads the drivers’ classification with Patrick Pilet and Dirk Werner. Heading into the decisive race on the 
4.087-kilometre Road Atlanta circuit, the Porsche GT Team ranks first in the team classification. At this 



toughest performance and reliability competition in GT racing worldwide, points are not only awarded 
for the final result, but also at intervals. At the Petit Le Mans event, for instance, points are allocated 
after four and eight hours. Porsche won the North American Endurance Cup in 2014.
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