
19th overall win for Porsche in Le 
Mans
18/06/2017 At the 85th running of the 24-hour race drivers Earl Bamber, Timo Bernhard and Brendon 
Hartley have brought home the Porsche 919 Hybrid in first place after a race full of drama.  

The hat-trick is complete, now we can keep the #LeMans24 winners trophy issued to @earlbamber 
@Timo_Bernhard @BrendonHartley @fritzenzinger pic.twitter.com/ONHSsWam3O

Quotes after the race:
Michael Steiner, Board Member Research and Development, Porsche AG: “The ‘triple’ in Le Mans is a 
dream come true for Porsche and the way this third consecutive win happened is very special. I’m proud 
of the Porsche Team that kept fighting despite the long stop for repairs. This success also came about 
thanks to strong E performance and innovative hybrid technology.” 
 



Fritz Enzinger, Vice President LMP1: “One of our ambitious targets for the 2017 season was to achieve 
a hat-trick at Le Mans. But what we have gone through over the past 24 hours, you could not imagine in 
your wildest dreams. This 24-hour race just pushed everything and everyone to the limit. It is 
unbelievable what you can achieve in a focussed team effort. Sometimes it is not the fastest car but the 
best team performance that makes the difference. This team is the best of all and made today’s 
success possible. The reaction from everywhere is overwhelming – from Porsche employees and also 
around the world. Personally I can only say thank you to Porsche for putting me in the position to set up 
such a great programme and thanks to every single team member for the total support and the great 
team spirit.” 
 
Andreas Seidl, Team Principal: “It’s hard to find words for what happened. The drivers and the entire 
team have done an amazing job. We can put two tough weeks behind us that provided some highs and 
lows but we fought with typical Porsche spirit. It will take some time for what we have achieved today 
to sink in. We’ve now won Le Mans three times in a row which is just sensational. The team worked 
relentlessly for this over the past twelve months. Toyota was a very strong competitor. They pushed us 
to the limits and beyond and we both paid the price. It is a sad that Neel Jani, André Lotterer and Nick 
Tandy retired from the race because they controlled it for a long time. But Earl Bamber, Brendon Hartley 
and especially Timo Bernhard deserved to take the race win. Timo was the development driver right 
from the beginning of the programme. After the long repairs, the three of them kept fighting and were 
ultimately rewarded.” 
 
Drivers Porsche 919 Hybrid car number 2

Earl Bamber (26, New Zealand): “I can’t believe we’ve managed to pull this one off having been at the 
back of the field after an hour in the pit-box. Both Brendon and Timo have been part of the Porsche LMP 
programme from the beginning while this victory is as much down to the guys in the pits. Without their 
hard work we wouldn’t have got back racing again so this win is down to them.” 
 
Timo Bernhard (36, Germany): “It feels surreal. When I joined Porsche as a junior driver back in 1999, I 
carefully developed the dream to perhaps one day get the chance to fight for overall victory at Le Mans. 
I hoped I would be good enough to really do this one day. Now, 18 years later, we have achieved it 
together. The final lap was very emotional for me. It will take some time before I realize what has 
happened.” 
 
Brendon Hartley (27, New Zealand): "Le Mans is one crazy race. The mechanics worked incredibly hard 
on Saturday evening to get our car repaired in super fast time and since that moment Timo, Earl and 
myself, together with our engineers, have been pushing hard, 100% every second, and desperately 
hoped that our efforts would somehow pay off.”



Comments on the race
Dr. Frank-Steffen Walliser, Vice President Motorsport and GT Cars: “This was our first time at Le Mans 
with our new 911 RSR and I think we delivered a good performance. It’s a shame that we lost our #92 
car in the night due to an accident. It’s also a pity that our #91 vehicle only managed fourth place at the 
end, although the drivers and team had done everything and the vehicle had even led over long 
distances. But then tyre damage hit and on top of that we were a little unlucky with a slow zone. That 
cost us the chance of a better placing, but we’ll be back next year.” 
 
Drivers 911 RSR #91

Richard Lietz: “It’s tough when you give your best and to stand there empty-handed in the end. Our 911 
RSR performed well in the corners as expected, but in the high temperatures we lost time to our rivals 
on the straights. The whole team deserves a huge thank you, because the preparation for Le Mans was 
extremely hard. Our mechanics really did everything they could. It was an exciting race and I hope we’ll 
be able to compete for a podium spot next year. Fourth place this year is okay, it gives us important 
points towards the championship and things are looking good for us in this respect.”

Patrick Pilet: “It was a hard, difficult race. We all did our very best and we can’t blame ourselves. From 
our side it was a perfect race. The drivers didn’t make any mistakes out on the racetrack and the team 
gave us tremendous support. Our 911 RSR ran well on this demanding circuit. Over the entire race we 
only came in to the pits to refuel and change the tyres. A podium spot would have been a great result 
for the team, but it wasn’t to be. We’ll return next year even stronger.”

Frédéric Makowiecki: “It was a good race. The whole team worked brilliantly. We tried literally 
everything to reach the podium. Unfortunately it wasn’t quite enough. Still, the Le Mans 24-hour race 
was once again an unforgettable experience.” 
 
Drivers 911 RSR #92

Michael Christensen: “That was an unbelievably tough race. We were driving at the limit the entire time 
and you had to take big risks to keep up with the opposition. In the chicane I risked a little too much. It’s 
a shame because our 911 RSR was running well and we were up with the frontrunners. I’m sorry for the 
whole team who gave us such great support.”

Kévin Estre: “Le Mans is the world’s toughest automobile race. We saw it again this year. It always hurts 
when you don’t reach the finish line. But at Le Mans it’s particularly painful.”

Dirk Werner: “We really picked up the pace over the course of the race. At times we were even in the 
lead. It’s a shame we didn’t make it to the flag. But as a racing driver you simply have to accept 
retirements. However, we’ll work hard so that we can come back next year even stronger.” 
 



Customer team drivers

Patrick Long (911 RSR #93, Proton Competition): “The handling of the 911 RSR was very good over 
the entire race. The only place we couldn’t match the pace of our opponents was on the straights. We 
put pressure on right to the end and the team gave their utmost. We can be proud of our effort. We’ve 
all enjoyed the unique atmosphere of this race.”

Matteo Cairoli (911 RSR #77, Dempsey Proton Racing): “I was determined to finish on the podium at 
my first Le Mans attempt. In the beginning everything was going well for us, but in the night we had a 
technical problem that threw us back. Still, we were able to finish the race and earn important points 
towards the championship. And I fulfilled my dream to race at Le Mans. I hope we come back in 2018.”
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