
Elegant, extravagant and unique: 
Porsche debuts the 2021 911 Targa 
4 and 4S models
17/05/2020 The design icon enters its eighth generation with more power and updated features. 

Following the Coupe and Cabriolet, the third body style of the new 911 generation is now making its 
debut with the all-wheel drive 911 Targa 4 and 911 Targa 4S models. The innovative, fully automatic 
roof system remains its distinguishing feature, and just like the legendary original Targa model from 
1965, it features a characteristic Targa bar, a retractable roof section above the front seats and a 
wraparound rear window. The roof can be automatically opened and closed in just 19 seconds at the 
touch of a button.

Both models are fitted with an eight-speed dual-clutch transmission (PDK) and intelligent all-wheel 
drive Porsche Traction Management (PTM) as standard to deliver compelling performance, traction and 
driving pleasure. Alternatively, the 911 Targa 4S can be ordered with a seven-speed manual 
transmission at no charge, which includes the Sport Chrono package as standard.

Both 911 Targa models are powered by a six-cylinder, three-liter twin-turbo boxer engine: the 911 
Targa 4 now delivers 379 hp and accelerates from zero to 60 mph in just 4.0 seconds when equipped 
with PDK and the optional Sport Chrono Package – one tenth quicker than the previous model. The 
engine in the 911 Targa 4S puts out 443 hp and reaches the 60 mph mark in just 3.4 seconds with 
PDK and the optional Sport Chrono Package – four tenths quicker than its predecessor. The top track 
speed of the new 911 Targa 4 is 179 mph, while the 4S peaks at 188 mph.

Like on the 911 Carrera models, Porsche InnoDrive, which includes adaptive cruise control, is optionally 
available on PDK-equipped models for the first time. And thanks to the enhanced Smartlift function for 
the optional front axle lift system, frequently visited locations can be programmed so that the front end 
of the car is raised automatically when needed. The thorough array of options is supplemented by an 
extensive range of accessories from Porsche Tequipment and new personalization options from 
Porsche Exclusive Manufaktur. Additionally, Porsche will expand the combination of traditional styling 
elements, timeless design and cutting-edge technology in a special edition of the 911 Targa, which will 
make its debut in June.

Powerful twin-turbo boxer engines
Like the 911 Carrera models, both 911 Targa variants profit from an increase in power compared to the 
previous generation of three-liter twin-turbo six-cylinder boxer engines. The engine in the 911 Targa 4 
produces 379 hp at 6,500 rpm, which is nine hp more than its predecessor. Its maximum torque of 331 



lb-ft is delivered across a wide engine speed range from 1,950 to 5,000 rpm. Making 443 hp, the 911 
Targa 4S delivers 23 hp more than the previous model and generates 390 lb-ft of torque (22 more than 
before) between 2,300 and 5,000 rpm.

Optimized all-wheel drive for even better traction
The enhanced performance of the new all-wheel drive models goes hand-in-hand with further 
development of the front-axle drive system that was already introduced in the 2020 911 Carrera 4 and 
4S Coupe and Cabriolet models. The clutch and differential unit is water-cooled and has reinforced 
clutch discs for greater strength and a higher load capacity. The increased actuating torque at the 
clutch improves its adjustment accuracy and the function of the front-axle drive. Overall, the enhanced 
front-axle drive with Porsche Traction Management (PTM) contributes to even better traction in all road 
conditions.

Further developed chassis for more comfort and safety 
Like on all Porsche 911 Carrera models, the electronically-controlled variable damping Porsche Active 
Suspension Management (PASM) system is standard equipment on the new 911 Targa models. This 
system automatically adjusts the damping characteristics focused on maximizing driving comfort and 
handling to each driving situation, and has two modes that can be activated by the touch of a button: 
Normal and Sport. Porsche Torque Vectoring Plus (PTV Plus), which includes an electronic rear limited 
slip 
differential with fully variable torque distribution, is standard for the Targa 4S with PDK and is available 
as an option on the Targa 4. When ordered with the manual transmission,the 911 Targa 4S comes 
fitted with a mechanical rear limited slip differential. Like the other eighth generation Porsche 911 
variants, the Targa models are also equipped with Porsche Wet Mode as standard. Sensors fitted in the 
front wheel housings are capable of detecting water on the road surface and, if significant volumes of 
water are picked up, the stability control system is automatically optimized for wet conditions, and a 
message in the instrument cluster provides a recommendation for the driver to manually switch to Wet 
Mode. Once the driver does so, the powertrain is then adapted to the conditions to help improve 
traction and stability in adverse weather conditions.

Like the 379 hp 911 Carrera models, the 911 Targa 4 comes standard with 235/40 ZR tires on 19-
inch alloy wheels in front and 295/35 ZR tires on 20-inch wheels in the rear. The 4S model is fitted as 
standard with 245/35 ZR tires on 20-inch front wheels and 305/30 ZR tires on 21-inch rears – this 
larger wheel combination is optional for the 911 Targa 4. On the Targa 4, the standard cast iron rotors 
measure 330 millimeters in diameter front and rear and use black four-piston monobloc fixed calipers. 
The redpainted brake calipers on the Targa 4S have six pistons at the front axle, four at the rear, 
while its rotors measure 350 mm front and rear. The Porsche Ceramic Composite Brake (PCCB) can be 
ordered as an option for both models.



Extravagant Targa design with a modern interpretation
The most striking feature of the 911 Targa is of course its Targa bar and roof, which was adopted from 
the previous 991 generation model and optimized further. Harking back to classic Targa models of the 
1960s and 1970s, the Targa bar comes standard in silver but can also be optionally ordered in black, 
and features the characteristic “Targa” model designation on each side, which has graced 911 Targa 
models since 1965. The roof construction consists of two flat magnesium elements, which hold the 
fabric roof in place 
securely and contribute to the elegant silhouette of the car. A heated glass rear window, sound-
deadening material inside the fabric, as well as an extendable wind deflector integrated into the upper 
cowl frame of the windshield make the new 911 Targa comfortable and suitable for daily use.

The exterior of the 911 Targa is characterized by the design elements of its 992-model generation. 
Compared to its predecessors, its body features significantly more pronounced wheel housings at the 
front and, between its LED headlights, its front luggage compartment lid has a distinctive recess 
evoking the design of earlier 911 generations. The rear is characterized by a wider, variably extending 
rear spoiler and a seamlessly integrated and elegant light bar. With the exception of the front and rear 
fasciae, the entire 
outer skin is made from aluminum.

The interior echoes the 911 Carrera models and is characterized by the clear and straight lines of its 
dashboard and its recessed instruments. The 911 models from the 1970s provided the inspiration here. 
Alongside the central tachometer – very much a defining feature for Porsche – two thin, frameless 
freeform displays offer key vehicle information for the driver. Five toggle switches providing direct 
access to important vehicle functions are located below the 10.9-inch center screen of the Porsche 
Communication Management (PCM). The standard PCM features include online navigation as well as 
Connect Plus (A subscription is required after an initial 12-month trial period).

The model for a new class of sports cars since 1965
The 1965 911 Targa 2.0 was a trailblazer for a completely new type of car. Originally marketed as a 
"safety cabriolet with supplemental roll bar", the Targa, with its removable roof section, soon 
established itself as an independent concept and became a style icon. Right up to the present day, 
Porsche has continued to combine two worlds in the 911 Targa: the advantages of open-top driving in a 
cabriolet combined with the everyday comfort and interior feeling of a coupe.

Pricing and availability
The new 2021 911 Targa models are available to order now and are expected to reach U.S. dealers in 
late 2020. MSRP is $119,300 for the 2021 911 Targa 4 and $135,200 for the 2021 911 Targa 4S, 



not including a $1,350 delivery, processing and handling fee.

World premiere on 9:11 Magazine web TV channel
For the first time the sports car manufacturer unveils the new 911 Targa to a global audience on its 
own web TV channel. Dr. Frank-Steffen Walliser, Vice President Model Lines 911 and 718, explains the 
car’s new features along with Porsche Brand Ambassadors, tennis star Maria Sharapova and racing 
driver Jörg Bergmeister on https://911-magazine.porsche.com.

M
ED

IA
 

EN
QU

IR
IE

S

Frank Wiesmann

Manager, Product Communications, Motorsport and Brand Heritage<br>Porsche Cars North 
America
404-539-5031
frank.wiesmann@porsche.us

Andrew Lennon

770-290-3511
andrew.lennon@porsche.us

Consumption data

911 Targa 4S (Predecessor model)

911 Targa 4 (Predecessor model)

*Further information on the official fuel consumption and the official specific CO₂ emissions of new passenger cars can be found 
in the "Leitfaden über den Kraftstoffverbrauch, die CO₂-Emissionen und den Stromverbrauch neuer Personenkraftwagen" (Fuel 
Consumption, CO₂Emissions and Electricity Consumption Guide for New Passenger Cars), which is available free of charge at all 
sales outlets and from DAT (Deutsche Automobil Treuhand GmbH, Helmuth-Hirth-Str. 1, 73760 Ostfildern-Scharnhausen, 
www.dat.de).

Link Collection

Link to this article 
https://newsroom.porsche.com/en_US/products/porsche-911-targa-eighth-generation-20907.html

Media Package 
https://pmdb.porsche.de/newsroomzips/82e3e48e-c8dc-4ac9-8d93-e7d066f235f6.zip

Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche Aktiengesellschaft
Porscheplatz 1
70435 Stuttgart

https://newsroom.porsche.com/en_US/products/porsche-911-targa-eighth-generation-20907.html
https://pmdb.porsche.de/newsroomzips/82e3e48e-c8dc-4ac9-8d93-e7d066f235f6.zip

