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919 Hybrid in the heat of the night

16/09/2016 With its two Le Mans prototypes, Porsche has enjoyed a smooth first day of the sixth
round of the FIA World Endurance Championship (WEC) on the Circuit of The Americas, Texas.

The two Porsche 919 Hybrid defied the Texan heat in Austin. With ambient temperatures of up to 35
degree Celsius, the two Le Mans prototypes covered 158 laps in total of the 5.513 kilometre long
Circuit of The Americas (COTA).

In the first of two 90-minute free practice sessions the championship leaders Romain Dumas (FR), Neel
Jani (CH) and Marc Lieb (DE) were second (1:48.500 minutes). The reigning world champions, Timo
Bernhard (DE), Brendon Hartley (NZ) and Mark Webber (AU), finished fourth (1:49.248 minutes). The
second practice session was held after dark. Bernhard/Hartley/Webber were third fastest (1:47.959
minutes), while the sister car of Dumas/Jani/Lieb came fourth (1:48.130 minutes).

Porsche leads the manufacturers’ world championship

The demanding track is known as the favourite of the modern Formula One circuits. High ambient
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temperatures can be expected and the timing for the race provides an extra challenge: The six-hour
race will start at 17:00 hours with sunset being at 19:32 hours.

Porsche leads the manufacturers’ world championship after having won four races in 2016 —
Silverstone, Le Mans, the Niirburgring and Mexico City. It is the third sea-son for the innovative Porsche
919 Hybrid. During this year's five championship rounds Porsche has scored 201 points, Audi is second
(158) and Toyota follows in third position (112). In the drivers' world championship, this year's Le Mans
winning trio of Romain Dumas (FR), Neel Jani (CH) and Marc Lieb (DE) has extended its lead to 41
points ahead of the best placed Toyota drivers. The first Audi drivers fol-low in P3 with 74.5 points. The
second Porsche works drivers crew of Timo Bern-hard (DE), Brendon Hartley (NZ) and Mark Webber
(AU) recently achieved two con-secutive race wins and improved to fifth in the standings. The reigning
World Champions have scored 53.5 points.
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