
An unforgettable start in the Taycan
31/03/2026 You never forget the first time you get behind the wheel of a car – especially if it’s a 
sports car. Sonja Petersen, a driving instructor in Fagernes, Norway, offers lessons in a Porsche Taycan 
4 Cross Turismo, providing this wow experience again and again. 

The drive from the Norwegian capital, Oslo, to Fagernes is about three hours long and follows the E16 
toward Bergen, the second largest city in the country. Nestled on the banks of Strondafjorden Lake in 
the Valdres region, known for its many mountains and excellent hiking and skiing, the small, picturesque 
town with a population of 2,000 is home to an open-air museum, two gas stations, and 14 fast-
charging units. 

Another interesting fact about Fagernes is that it boasts four driving schools, the newest of which Sonja 
Øie Petersen opened in 2022. After working as a driving instructor for 19 years, she made the decision 
to establish her own school, Øie Trafikkskole. And business is booming, likely due to Petersen’s 
pleasant, calm, and entirely unpretentious demeanor.

“I want to teach my students to drive, of course. But teaching responsibility is just as important, if not 
more so,” she says. There are 87 pairs of socks hanging in the driving school’s window display to 



represent the 87 lives lost on Norwegian roads last year. With her work, Petersen would like to 
contribute to achieving Vision Zero, the aim of which is to fully eliminate road-related deaths or serious 
injuries in her home country. “It’s a huge undertaking, but it is possible,” says Petersen. 

Her driving students appreciate this approach, but it’s not the only thing that makes learning at Øie 
Trafikkskole so appealing. Sonja Petersen offers driving lessons in a Taycan 4 Cross Turismo.

“I had long dreamed of owning a Porsche,” says the 51-year-old. “And just before my 50th birthday, I 
discovered a Taycan in Volcano Grey Metallic on an Internet platform. It only had 27,400 kilometers on 
the odometer and was the exact car I’d been waiting for.” Petersen discovered the ad during a driving 
school conference in Trondheim. On her way home, she took a detour to Oslo to see the car and ended 
up purchasing it – without even informing her husband, Erik, beforehand. “It was obviously love at first 
sight,” he says with a grin. “Much like with Sonja and me.”

Sonja Petersen knew from the start that she’d use the Taycan as a driving school vehicle. Where, if not 
in Norway, would an electric vehicle like the Taycan make perfect sense as a driving school vehicle? 
More than 95 percent of all new vehicles in the country are electric, which is higher than anywhere else 
in the world.

“I spend a majority of my work time in the car. So it needs to be as comfortable, reliable, and – please – 
as stylish as possible,” says Petersen. A few changes had to be made to convert the sports car into a 
driving school vehicle. For example, a special company based in Oslo installed additional pedals in the 
footwell on the right-hand side, and the Taycan was fitted with more exterior and interior mirrors. And 
while the other Øie Trafikkskole vehicles – a manual and two older automatic models – prominently 
sport the name of the driving school, the electric car zips through Fagernes and the surrounding Valdres 
region almost incognito.

“I really like the Taycan’s design, so I don’t want to take away from it with lettering,” says Petersen. 
Instead, she acquired custom license plates featuring her middle name, “Øie,” on the white panel at the 
front and back, which is Norwegian for “eye” and the name of her driving school. In Norway, custom 
license plates like these cost around 1,000 euros and are granted for a period of 10 years.

But they make her Taycan stand out. Although, there hasn’t been much need to advertise for Øie 
Trafikkskole since she began using the electric sports sedan. “Everyone knows just about everyone else 
here in the area, so it didn’t take long for word to spread that I offer lessons in a Porsche,” explains 
Petersen. That message even made it all the way to Jens Aksel Jorde, who lives in Oslo some 200 
kilometers away. The 18-year-old student and up-and-coming mountain bike professional had his 
heart set on driving lessons with Sonja Petersen. “Our family owns a cabin not too far from Fagernes. So 
over the past few months, I’ve used many weekend trips to the mountains as an excuse to take driving 
lessons.”

Jorde obtained his driver’s license just after his 18th birthday in January of this year. “As a driving school 
car, the Taycan was the ideal motivation for me. It was driving as I had imagined it – steering, braking, 



accelerating. Everything feels unfiltered and powerful – and as the driver, you’re right at the center of all 
the action.” Jorde is well acquainted with this level of focus from training and his competitions. He plans 
to compete as a Junior in the Mountain Bike World Series in Val di Sole, Italy, in late August and can now 
drive himself to the preparatory races in the coming months. His parents’ van has plenty of space for his 
bike and equipment.

Particularly in regions like the sparsely populated Valdres, where towns are far apart and the routes are 
difficult and often long due to lakes, gorges, moors, and mountain ranges, a car and a driver’s license 
can offer a whole lot of freedom and be key to maintaining any sort of a social life. Last year alone, 
around 70 people attended Øie Trafikkskole and then passed their driving test. In Norway, 16-year-olds 
are allowed to drive under the supervision of an adult who is 25 years of age or older and has had a 
driver’s license for at least five years. That’s how many teens first gain experience. This is followed by 
19 mandatory hours of driving lessons at the driving school. Drivers have to get at least 38 of the 45 
questions correct to pass the theory test, after which they can take the practical test.

Frida Grindaker-Ask and Margerita Sotomayor, both 18 years old and school friends in Fagernes, are 
former students. And for them, as for just about everyone else, driving lessons with Sonja Petersen were 
their first experience ever with a Porsche. “I was scared to start with, especially with such an expensive 
car. You definitely don’t want to break anything,” says Frida, recalling her unease when she first laid her 
hands on the three-spoke leather steering wheel. “But I got over it pretty fast because the Taycan is 
easy to control with just a little practice.”

But according to Frida, there is one problem. After spending more than 20 hours driving a sports car like 
that, you have high expectations when it comes to cars. “And one thing is clear. I won’t have the 
opportunity to drive a vehicle like that again anytime soon.” Margerita adds, “Even in really severe winter 
weather, which lasts for months and months here in Fagernes, you feel safe in the Taycan.” As she says 
this, she gingerly guides the electric all-wheel drive with 300 kW over the snow-covered panoramic 
road that extends through the Vaset ski region some 12 kilometers west of Fagernes. Driving lessons in 
snow and ice, on winding roads and rough gravel tracks, with the winter sun low on the horizon, or in 
thick fog – that’s everyday life here. Petersen teaches in just about every kind of weather – the only 
exception is snow storms, when the snow hasn’t been cleared yet.

Sonja Petersen always pays close attention to road traffic. She doesn’t worry about an inattentive 
student scratching the vehicle. “I have the feeling that my students are especially careful when driving 
the Taycan. And there are always the pedals on my side, just in case,” she says with a laugh. After more 
than a year of outstanding experiences with the driving school car, there’s now an entirely different 
question on Petersen’s mind. “Eventually, my biggest problem will be choosing the next car.” 

Info
Text first published in Christophorus Magazine, issue 418.



Text: Sven Freese 
Images: Moritz Ablinger

Copyright: All images, videos and audio files published in this article are subject to copyright. 
Reproduction in whole or in part is not permitted without the written consent of Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche 
AG. Please contact christophorus@porsche.de for further information.

M
ED

IA
 

EN
QU

IR
IE

S

Mayk Wienkötter

Spokesperson Panamera and Taycan
+49 (0) 170 / 911 8684
mayk.wienkoetter@porsche.de

Consumption data

Taycan 4 Cross Turismo (Predecessor model)

*Further information on the official fuel consumption and the official specific CO₂ emissions of new passenger cars can be found 
in the "Leitfaden über den Kraftstoffverbrauch, die CO₂-Emissionen und den Stromverbrauch neuer Personenkraftwagen" (Fuel 
Consumption, CO₂Emissions and Electricity Consumption Guide for New Passenger Cars), which is available free of charge at all 
sales outlets and from DAT (Deutsche Automobil Treuhand GmbH, Helmuth-Hirth-Str. 1, 73760 Ostfildern-Scharnhausen, 
www.dat.de).

Image Sublines

Path: An unforgettable start in the Taycan/Images/img_1.jpg 
Title: Sonja Øie Petersen, Taycan 4 Cross Turismo, Fagernes, Norway, 2026, Porsche AG 
Subline: Driving instructor: Sonja Øie Petersen long dreamed of owning a Porsche. Today, she teaches her students to drive in the 
Taycan 4 Cross Turismo.

Path: An unforgettable start in the Taycan/Images/img_4.jpg 
Title: Taycan 4 Cross Turismo, Fagernes, Norway, 2026, Porsche AG 
Subline: Steering maneuver: In a driver training area south of Fagernes, Sonja Petersen teaches her driving students how to safely 
avoid obstacles that appear unexpectedly.

Path: An unforgettable start in the Taycan/Images/img_5.jpg 
Title: Sonja Petersen, Margerita Sotomayor (front), Taycan 4 Cross Turismo, Fagernes, Norway, 2026, Porsche AG 
Subline: Driving school fun: Margerita Sotomayor with Sonja Petersen during a driving lesson in the Taycan, her face beaming with 
joy.



Link Collection

Link to this article 
https://newsroom.porsche.com/en/2026/scene-passion/porsche-unforgettable-start-taycan-driving-insutructor-norway-
41993.html

Media Package 
https://pmdb.porsche.de/newsroomzips/09fc7a10-e807-4e09-b197-fe438971da3b.zip

External Links 
https://christophorus.porsche.com/en.html 
https://newsroom.porsche.com/en/products/porsche-electromobility.html 
https://www.volkswagen-group.com/en/e-mobility-info-hub-18823  

Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche Aktiengesellschaft
Porscheplatz 1
70435 Stuttgart

https://newsroom.porsche.com/en/2026/scene-passion/porsche-unforgettable-start-taycan-driving-insutructor-norway-41993.html
https://newsroom.porsche.com/en/2026/scene-passion/porsche-unforgettable-start-taycan-driving-insutructor-norway-41993.html
https://pmdb.porsche.de/newsroomzips/09fc7a10-e807-4e09-b197-fe438971da3b.zip
https://christophorus.porsche.com/en.html
https://newsroom.porsche.com/en/products/porsche-electromobility.html
https://www.volkswagen-group.com/en/e-mobility-info-hub-18823

