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United SportsCar Championship, round 10, Petit Le Mans at Braselton/USA

Porsche wins Petit Le Mans and all GT championship titles

Stuttgart. What a season finale in the USA: At the Petit Le Mans on the storied Road
Atlanta circuit, Porsche scored its first ever outright victory at the long distance clas-
sic and, thanks to this historic success, secured all championship titles in the GTLM
class of the United SportsCar Championship. Having to deal with torrential rain at
times, Patrick Pilet (France), Nick Tandy (Great Britain) and Richard Lietz (Austria)
beat all of the more powerful and lighter sports prototypes in their 470 hp Porsche
911 RSR fielded by Porsche North America, which is based on the seventh genera-
tion of the iconic 911 sports car. It was the first time a near-production GT vehicle
had claimed overall victory in the most important sports car series on the North

American continent.

All good things come in fours: Patrick Pilet and Nick Tandy fought hard for the fourth
win of the season with the 911 RSR after Bowmanville, Road America and Virginia.
This latest success after the other most important long distance classics in the USA
at Daytona and Sebring marks a milestone in the career of the Porsche works driv-
ers: The Frenchman pocketed the title of the United SportsCar Championship drivers’
classification, and the Briton succeeded in clinching both the 24 Hours of Le Mans

and Petit Le Mans with Porsche in one season — in two different classes.

The start of the 18™ edition of Petit Le Mans was dominated by the spectacular chase
through the field of Porsche North America’s 911 RSR. Although it had set pole posi-
tion in the previous day’s qualifying, both Earl Bamber and Nick Tandy had to start
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from the back of the field. After an off in the qualification, the chassis of the New Zea-
lander’s car had to be swapped overnight. During the technical scrutineering, the ride
height of Tandy’s 911, which had posted the second quickest time, was found to be
too low. In compliance with the regulations, the Le Mans winner was relegated to the
back of the grid. But not for long: Earl Bamber started from position 32 but after just
one lap was running in 25™. After two laps, the New Zealander had ploughed through
the GTLM field to sit sixth. In his slipstream, Nick Tandy first outpaced the GTD pro-
totypes and then proceeded to pick off his GTLM rivals: After 16 laps he swept into
the lead and at times even managed to clock quicker lap times than the considerably
more powerful sports prototypes.

Prior to this, however, the race had been interrupted after just two laps by the first
safety car phase. The flooded track caused huge problems for many of the drivers,
regardless of the class. The organiser dispatched special trucks out on to the track,
which attempted to blow the water from the circuit with massive turbines. But these
measures proved no match for the torrents that formed in many places by the driving
rain. As time went on, the rain became torrential and the conditions increasingly chal-

lenging.

After an hour, Nick Tandy moved into the overall lead for a few laps for the first time.
In the meantime, Earl Bamber had to come in for an unscheduled pit stop. The water
temperature in his 911 RSR was rising so some tape had to be removed from his
radiator. His second stop was due to a puncture — after an encounter with a GTD ve-
hicle in the opening lap. Because he was forced to come into the pits, which was ac-
tually not allowed, he received a 60-second stop-and-go penalty. This cost him four
laps and robbed him of the chance for victory. Bamber was ultimately flagged off as
eighth in the GTLM class.

The number 91 Porsche 911 RSR, which thanks to the rear-engine concept benefited

from its excellent traction on the flooded track, continued its strong performance now
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with Patrick Pilet at the wheel. The Frenchman even held the overall lead between
laps 135 and 152.

When the rain became heavier, even the untiring efforts of the marshals were not
enough to drain the water from the track. After five hours and 21 minutes, the race
was red-flagged, and the vehicles stood waiting in the pits like a string of pearls.
Eventually the field was sent back out on the track to turn two formation laps behind
the safety car. Patrick Pilet in the lead handed the 911 RSR off to Nick Tandy under
yellow. Once the field went green, he moved from fourth to third before his pursuit
was halted by the ninth safety car phase. But he didn’t let this hold him back. In the
first lap after the restart, the Frenchman snatched the lead in his class, was running
in first overall after 190 laps and never looked back. Because conditions were deteri-
orating even more, the ten-hour race was stopped after another safety car phase af-
ter 7:51 hours and 199 completed laps.

Petit Le Mans marked the last race for the American Porsche customer team Falken
Tire. With Wolf Henzler (Germany) and Bryan Sellers (USA), Falken Tire has cele-
brated many successes in the American Le Mans Series and in the United SportsCar
Championship, including class victories at the Petit Le Mans in 2013 and 2014 and
this season in the six-hour race at Wartkins Glen. At their farewell race, the blue and
green 911 RSR with the starting number 17 was at times running second in class and
finally saw the flag in seventh.

Porsche customer teams celebrated a double victory in the GTD class with the Por-
sche 911 GT America. Victory went to the Americans Patrick Lindsey, Spencer Pum-
pelly and Madison Snow competing for Park Place Motorsports. Magnus Racing
drivers John Potter and Andy Lally (both USA) and Robert Renauer (Germany)

scored second place.
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Race quotes

Dr. Frank-Steffen Walliser, Head of Porsche Motorsport: “We wrote history today.
Porsche wins Petit Le Mans for the first time, we clinch the first overall victory with a
GT car at this classic, we win all three championship titles plus the GTD class — un-
der such difficult condition you can’t get a better race result than this. Nick and Pat-
rick drove an absolutely flawless race over the whole distance, none of our competi-
tors managed this. The way Nick grabbed the overall lead during the last stint after a
phenomenal performance...words fail me. A big thank you to our customer team
Falken Tire for the fantastic collaboration over the past years.”

Marco Ujhasi, Overall Project Leader GT Works Motorsport: “Taking overall victory
at Petit Le Mans is an incredible achievement. It's a well-earned reward for all the
hard work the team has put in over the last months. We went through a difficult time
after Le Mans. The way we fought our way up again is a fantastic success. And now
to crown this all with overall victory is simply indescribable.”

Patrick Pilet (Porsche 911 RSR #911): “What a great day. Winning this race and the
championship is a fantastic achievement for the whole team. It was incredibly difficult
just keeping the car on the track today, everyone in the team pushed themselves to
the limit and made this success possible with their untiring effort over the entire sea-
son. We had to start from the back of the field, but Nick put in an inspired first stint
and laid the foundations for this incredible victory. Richard is a great teammate. His
support this weekend in setting up the car was a great help. At such a race, and es-
pecially under such conditions, it's important to take responsibility. This is what | did
today.”

Nick Tandy (Porsche 911 RSR #911): “The last stint when it began to rain harder
was the toughest of my career. Never before have | had to concentrate so much. It’s
a shame, of course, that the race had to be stopped prematurely, but it was the right
decision. It simply became too dangerous. To win the big and petite Le Mans in one
year is every driver's dream and it means a great deal to me.”

Richard Lietz (Porsche 911 RSR #911): “Congratulations to Porsche North America
and a very special congratulations of course to Patrick for winning the championship.
To claim the title at such a race makes it all the more valuable.”
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Earl Bamber (Porsche 911 RSR #912): “Congratulations to our teammates in the
number 911 car and to Porsche for this brilliant victory. It was unbelievably difficult
today. Unfortunately things didn’t go very well for us today. Our start was great and |
was able to move up into third place. But then | got a puncture which forced us into
the pits and later earned us a stop-and-go penalty. Actually, everything that could go
wrong went wrong for us today. But Porsche’s success outshines everything else.”
Jorg Bergmeister (Porsche 911 RSR #912): “The main objective for most of today
was to keep the car on the track. Despite our good start, it was not our race, but our
teammates have done what seems impossible: scored overall victory. That is a super
success for Porsche. My sincere congratulations.”

Frédéric Makowiecki (Porsche 911 RSR #912): “What an incredibly tough race. Ten
safety car phases and finally the red-flag is evidence of this. For us it was a day to
write off, although in the beginning we were looking good. | want to congratulate my
teammates on their fantastic success. After all, it’s the first time that a GT vehicle has
clinched outright victory at Petit Le Mans.”

Race result

GTLM class

. Pilet/Tandy/Lietz (F/GB/A), Porsche 911 RSR, 199 laps

. Edwards/Luhr/Klingmann (USA/D/D), BMW Z4 GTE, 199

. Gavin/Milner/Briscoe (GB/USA/AUS), Chevrolet Corvette, 199

. Auberlen/Werner/Farfus (USA/D/BRA), BMW Z4 GTE, 199

. Kaffer/Fisichella/Vilander (D/I/SF), Ferrari F458 ltalia, 199

. Magnussen/Garcia/Briscoe (DK/E/AUS), Chevrolet Corvette, 198

. Henzler/Sellers/Long (D/USA/USA), Porsche 911 RSR, 197

. Bamber/Bergmeister/Makowiecki (NZ/D/F), Porsche 911 RSR, 196

0o N OO 0o B~ WN -

Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche Aktiengesellschaft 50f7 Public Relations and Press
Porscheplatz 1 Motorsport
70435 Stuttgart Oliver Hilger

Tel +49(0) 711911 -26509



Press Release October 3, 2015

No. M 178/15

GTD class

1. Lindsey/Pumpelly/Snow (USA/USA/USA), Porsche 911 GT America, 192
2. Potter/Lally/Renauer (USA/USA/D), Porsche 911 GT America, 192

3. Goosens/Carter/Lawrence (B/USA/USA), Dodge Viper, 192

4. Segal/Sweedler/Bell (USA/USA/USA), Ferrari 458 ltalia, 192

5. Cosmo/Thome/Thompson (USA/USA/USA), Audi R8, 192

6. Westphal/Serra/Cressoni (USA/BRA/I), Ferrari 458 ltalia, 192

Final points’ standings GTLM class after 10 rounds
Drivers

. Patrick Pilet, Porsche, 315 points

. Bill Auberlen, Dirk Werner, BMW, 305

. Jan Magnussen, Antonio Garcia, Chevrolet, 295

. Pierre Kaffer, Giancarlo Fisichella, Ferrari, 293

. John Edwards, Lucas Luhr, BMW, 291

. Jorg Bergmeister, Porsche, 276
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. Wolf Henzler, Bryan Sellers, Porsche, 268
9. Nick Tandy, Porsche, 255

10. Earl Bamber, Porsche, 225

12. Frédéric Makowiecki, Porsche, 103

Manufacturers

1. Porsche, 325 points
2. BMW, 319

3. Chevrolet, 304

4. Ferrari, 302

Teams

1. #911 Porsche North America, 315 points
2. #25 BMW Team RLL, 305

3. #3 Corvette Racing, 295
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4. #62 Risi Competizione, 295

5. #24 BMW Team RLL, 291

6. #912 Porsche North America, 276
7. #17 Team Falken Tire, 268

8. #4 Corvette Racing, 261

This is the United SportsCar Championship

The United SportsCar Championship is a sports car race series contested in the USA
and Canada which was run in 2014 for the first time. The series was formed from the
merger of the American Le Mans Series and the Grand-Am Series. Sports prototypes
and sports cars start in four different classes: GTLM (GT Le Mans), GTD (GT Day-
tona), P (Prototype) and PC (Prototype Challenge). The Porsche 911 RSR runs in
the GTLM class, with the Porsche 911 GT America contesting the GTD class.

GO

Please note: Photos from the United SportsCar Championship are available for accredited journalists
from the Porsche Press Database under the internet address https://presse.porsche.de. On this
website you can also activate the Porsche Motorsport SMS Info Service to receive the latest news
and information. The Twitter channel @PorscheRaces provides live updates with the latest information
and photos from race tracks around the world. Journalists also have access to the 2015 Porsche Mo-
torsport Media Guide on https://presse.porsche.de/motorsport. Porsche Communication provides a
new service for journalists, bloggers and online multipliers under www.newsroom.porsche.com.
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