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FIA World Endurance Championship (WEC): LMP1, preview to the finale in Bahrain

Manufacturers’ World Champion Porsche sets its sights on drivers’ title

Stuttgart. After Porsche secured its first manufacturers’ world championship since
1986 on November 1 in Shanghai, the next target is to try and take the drivers’ title at
the FIA World Endurance Championship’s finale on November 21 in Bahrain. Going
into the eighth and final WEC round the Porsche works drivers Timo Bernhard (DE),
Brendon Hartley (NZ) and Mark Webber (AUS) have 155 points to their tally and,
therefore, a 12 point advantage over the Audi drivers Marcel Fassler (CH), André
Lotterer (DE) and Benoit Tréluyer (FR). With a score of 113.5 points and no chance
of taking the title, the second Porsche crew of Romain Dumas (FR), Neel Jani (CH)
and Marc Lieb (DE) are in third.

The 5.412 kilometre long Formula One track in Sakhir will host the third WEC race of
the year to be held partly in the dark — after Le Mans and Austin. The six-hour race
will be green flagged at 15:00 hrs local time with the sun setting at 16:46 hrs. The

heat and fine sand in the kingdom’s desert create additional challenges.

In 2014 the race in Bahrain was the penultimate round of the championship and it
was the first time that both Porsche’s driving crews made it to the podium ceremony.
Dumas/Jani/Lieb had started from pole position and finished second. While

Bernhard/Hartley/Webber were third in both qualifying and the race.

Since the 919’s debut back in April 2014, it has won six races. Five of the wins were

achieved in 2015, four of them were one-two results, and these included the Le Mans
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24 Hours. In all seven 2015 rounds to date no car other than a Porsche 919 Hybrid
has made it onto the front row of the grid. The prototype is a research laboratory for
future sports car technology. It is powered by a downsizing two-litre V4-cylinder turbo
charged petrol engine and an electric engine, which is fed by two different energy
recovery systems (brake energy from the front axle and exhaust energy). This unique

and ground-breaking powertrain produces a system performance of around 1,000 hp.

Quotes before the race:

Fritz Enzinger, Vice President LMP1: “At the finale in Bahrain an unbelievable
season will come to an end. We have been well rewarded for the 919 Hybrid’s brave
technical approach and for our hard work in building the team. Whether part of the
race team or belonging to the team in Weissach, credit for this should go to
everyone. We secured the manufacturers’ title, which naturally is of the highest
importance for Porsche, ahead of time. Now it is all about the drivers’ title in the world
championship. Even if Audi was able to manage a one-two, a third place finish would
hand the title to Timo, Brendon and Mark. Looking at our previous successes, this
perhaps doesn’t sound too difficult to manage. But you should never underestimate
everything that is unpredictable in a six-hour race in tight traffic with nonstop lapping
manoeuvres. You are always driving on a knife edge. The period of the race when
the setting sun is blinding, and two thirds of the distance run in darkness under

floodlights are extra challenges to cope with.”

Andreas Seidl, Team Principal: “At the recent rounds in Fuji and Shanghai, we
have not just been pleased with the results, but we have also been really proud as a
team that we managed tricky situations with the right calls under a lot of pressure.
Because we are only in our second season, we are still facing totally new scenarios
on a frequent basis. The target now for Bahrain is to claim the drivers’ title as well,

and to conclude the season with another race win.”

Alexander Hitzinger, Technical Director: “The 919 Hybrid will race in Bahrain in
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the same specification as it has done at the previous race. The focus for our
development has already moved totally to the 2016 car. In terms of performance, |
expect the Audis to be closer to us again, which is down to the circuit’'s

characteristics. We can all look forward to an exciting race.”

Drivers Porsche 919 Hybrid number 17

Timo Bernhard (34, Germany): “The Bahrain circuit is a good one and, because the
weather conditions are stable for most of the time, the sheer speed of the cars will be
the most important aspect. In Fuji and Shanghai we have had changing conditions
and, therefore, the strategy for the tyre choice and timing of the pit stops played an
important role too. No matter what the competition does: whether we win the drivers’
title or not depends on our own performance, and we will approach that race with the

same focus as any other round.”

Brendon Hartley (26, New Zealand): “With the manufacturers’ championship all
wrapped up there is only one thing on our mind, the drivers’ world championship!
Audi put up a big fight in Shanghai, but we executed a near perfect race to extend
our championship lead to 12 points. It's all to play for in Bahrain, we go there full of

confidence and will be on top of our game.”

Mark Webber (39, Australia): “We've done a lot of work in Bahrain, as it's a test
track so we know it pretty well. The weather is stable and sunny, which off the back
of the wet races in Fuji and Shanghai is a bonus. However, the wind conditions play
a major role in Bahrain in terms of your top speed and also your cornering
performance. Our approach to the weekend won’t change, as we always want to get
the best possible result every time we race. Our target is to get pole position and

have a smooth race.”

Drivers Porsche 919 Hybrid number 18
Romain Dumas (37, France): “Hopefully we will have a nice final race of the season

in Bahrain. A lot of pressure has gone from the team now after we secured the
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manufacturers’ title in Shanghai. In Bahrain we will do our best to secure the drivers’
championship for our teammates and, at the same time, we want to have successful
race ourselves. In Shanghai we didn’t have the speed of our sister car and | hope in
Bahrain we are back up to our usual performance. It is a nice track with a bit of a

tricky tiny middle sector, and I’'m going there full of confidence.”

Neel Jani (31, Switzerland): "The 919 has proven that it can be fast on every kind of
circuit and, therefore, | don’t worry too much about our performance. | hope for an
exciting race and, of course, we three drivers from the number 18 car would love to
score a race win. We have been close to it several times, but were a bit unlucky. It
was, let’'s say, a bit of a character-building season for us. A race win would be a

happy end to it.”

Marc Lieb (35, Germany): “I enjoy racing into the night. Different to Le Mans, the
Bahrain circuit is flood lit, but still it creates a really cool atmosphere. We have to face
high temperatures but, thanks to strong development work, we should have the tyre
wear under control. | am hoping for a perfect finish to what has been a super season
for Porsche. The hundred per cent perfect ending would be if our sister car wins the

title and we win the race.”

Fact and figures:

- There are different circuit layouts available in Bahrain, but the WEC runs on
the same one as Formula One. One lap is 5.412 kilometres long and has eight
right handers and six left handers. The start-finish straight is 1.090 kilometres.

- The Bahrain International Circuit opened in 2004 and is located about 30
kilometres outside Bahrain’s capital of Manama.

- Over 30 islands in the Persian Gulf belong to the Kingdom. Its size is around
750 square kilometres — half the size of the city of London.

- Bahrain has nearly 1.2 million inhabitants.

- According to the rules, the Porsche 919 Hybrid can produce and use max 4.92
megajoule electricity per lap in Bahrain. At the same time, its fuel consumption

per lap is limited to 1.501 kg. In normal racing mode (without any safety car
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periods) and given its maximum fuel cell capacity of 67.4 litres, the Porsche
919 Hybrid must refuel every 31 laps at the latest.

- Refuelling and changing tyres may only be made sequentially, not at the same
time. Only two mechanics may work simultaneously when changing tyres.
That takes a lot longer than in Formula One, for example.

- Drivers are normally only changed when new tyres are needed.

- WEC rules call for averaging the fastest laps of two drivers in qualifying for the
grid positions.

- The Porsche 919 Hybrid has a power system that produces around 1,000 hp.
Over 500 hp comes from the two-litre V4 turbo petrol engine, while the e-
machine, fed by the two recovery systems, delivers more than 400 hp.

- The Porsche 919 Hybrid accelerates from 0-100 km/h within 2 seconds and
takes 4.5 seconds to go from 0-200 km/h.

- Four types of Michelin tyres can be used: slick tyres for dry conditions, a
hybrid tyre (no profile either but softer cover) for mixed conditions, wets and
full wets for heavy or extreme rain. The full wet tyre manages to push up to
120 litres of water per second out of the way.

- The Porsche 919 Hybrid was designed and built at the Porsche AG

Development Centre in Weissach. A total of 230 team members work there.

TV:

The six-hour race will start on Saturday, November 21, at 15:00 hrs local time (13:00
hrs CET). Television channel Eurosport is covering the final hour and the podium
ceremony live. A live feed over the entire six hours, including timing and further

information, can also be received (for a fee) on the FIA WEC App.

LMP1 Schedule:

Thursday, November 19

15:15 — 16:45 free practice

18:00 — 18:30 FIA WEC press conference (with Alexander Hitzinger)
19:30 — 21:00 free practice

Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche Aktiengesellschaft 5 of 6 Public Relations and Press
Porscheplatz 1 Motorsport Press
70435 Stuttgart Holger Eckhardt

phone: +49 (0)711 911 — 24959
holger.eckhardt@porsche.de



Press Release November 16, 2015

No. M 225/15

Friday, November 20

11:00 — 12:00 free practice

14:00 — 14:30 Porsche LMP1 Meet the Team (press conference room)
17:00 — 17:20 qualifying LMP1 & LMP2

17:30 — 18:00 FIA WEC press conference

18:30 — 18:45 FIA WEC drivers’ “mixed zone” in the media centre foyer

Saturday, November 21

12:50 — 13:20 autograph session

15:00 — 21:00 race

21:15 - 21:45 FIA WEC press conference

* Live communication from the box on Twitter @PorscheRaces.

* Live features such as on-board cameras, timing and GPS tracking on Porsche.com/fiawec and
in the new Porsche Motorsport App (for iOS and Android).

* To receive press releases and photographic material automatically, to access the archives

and to download video material, please register at: https://presse.porsche.de

* There, on the Porsche Press Database, you will also find the Porsche Motorsport Media
Guide.
* Videos can be found on the Porsche channels on Vimeo and YouTube.

* www.newsroom.porsche bundles the latest press releases and background information and is

accessible without registration.

*  Further information about Porsche Motorsport waits at https://Porsche.com/FutureSportscar
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