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IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship, Race 8 at Elkhart Lake/USA

Porsche GT Team confident for Road America after maiden victory
Stuttgart. A fortnight after its historic maiden victory at Lime Rock, the new Porsche
911 RSR now heads to its first outing on the legendary Road America racetrack on 6
August. The storied 6.515-kilometre circuit not far from Elkhart Lake in the US state
of Wisconsin is regarded as the birthplace of American sports car racing. The Porsche GT Team tackles round eight of the IMSA SportsCar Championship fielding two
911 RSR in the extremely competitive GTLM class against BMW, Chevrolet and
Ford. Based on the high-performance 911 sports car, Porsche Motorsport in Weissach designed the 510 hp 911 RSR for this season as a completely new development. Porsche customer teams tackle the GTD class with the 911 GT3 R, which
rounded off Porsche’s triumph at Lime Rock with a second class victory after Daytona.
The race
Road America, which was opened in 1955 and is located halfway between Milwaukee and Green Bay on Highway 67, enjoys a long tradition. It is one of the oldest
racetracks in the United States and one of the few circuits to have retained its original
layout. It’s not surprising that it is called “America’s National Park of Speed”. With its
long final straight and 14 corners, Road America is the longest circuit on the IMSA
SportsCar Championship calendar and the most challenging. In 2015, Porsche celebrated a double class victory with the predecessor model of the new 911 RSR.
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The Porsche drivers
The Lime Rock winners Patrick Pilet (France) and Dirk Werner (Germany) again
share the #911 Porsche 911 RSR at Elkhart Lake. Lime Rock polesitters Laurens
Vanthoor (Belgium) and Gianmaria Bruni (Italy) man the second 911 RSR (#912)
fielded by the Porsche GT Team. The four customer squads that will campaign the
911 GT3 R are Alegra Motorsports, CORE Autosports, WeatherTech Racing as well
as Park Place Motorsports with Jörg Bergmeister at the wheel.
The Porsche vehicles
The 911 RSR, which clinched its maiden victory at Lime Rock on July 22, 2017, is a
completely new development. Depending on the size of the restrictor, the motor,
which is now positioned in front of the rear axle, puts out around 375 kW (510 hp).
The level of downforce and the aerodynamic efficiency were significantly improved. The 911 GT3 R, mounted with the ultra-modern four-litre, flat-six engine with
direct fuel injection, was designed by Porsche for worldwide GT3 series on the basis
of the 911 GT3 RS production sports car. The more than 368 kW (500 hp) customer
sports racer kicked off the 2017 season with a class victory at the 24 Hours of Daytona.
The schedule
The 2:40-hour race in Elkhart Lake takes off on Sunday, 6 August, at 13.35 hrs local
time (20.35 hrs CEST). Outside the USA, the race can be seen live on
www.imsa.com.
Comments before the race
Dr. Frank-Steffen Walliser, Vice President Motorsport and GT Cars: “Road America
is a fast and demanding racetrack where the drivers make the difference. But to perform well they need a competitive and well set-up vehicle. And that’s exactly what
we’ll give them with our new 911 RSR. We nailed our colours to the mast at Lime
Rock recently by securing pole position as well as a brilliant double victory and even
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overall honours. I’m sure that after this fantastic success they’ll also do their utmost
at Road America. Our team will again give them their full support.”
Marco Ujhasi, Director GT Factory Motorsports: “In order to be fully prepared for this
race we went testing with two cars on the racetrack. Road America is a traditional
street circuit with many fast corners and that makes it a challenge. It’s a difficult task
to find a perfect setup for our 911 RSR and to ensure that we have the grip that’s
needed for the slow corners. The insights we gained during testing will certainly help
overcome these challenges.”
Sebastian Golz, Project Manager GT Customer Motorsport: “Road America is one of
the fastest racetracks on the calendar. Spectators can reach almost every part of the
track and they can witness up close how the GT racers push the limits of traction in
the corners. After a strong performance at Lime Rock with victory for Park Place Motorsports and third place for Alegra Motorsports, our customer squads are again eager to finish at the front with the 911 GT3 R.”
Patrick Pilet (911 RSR #911): “Road America is a racetrack with loads of character
and a long tradition. A great challenge. It’s fast and demanding, and the way it follows the contours of the surrounding hills reminds me a little of Spa. Of course at
Road America I always think of 2015 when we had a fantastic race there. We started
from the very back of the field and went on to win. You don’t forget such things. But
Road America was my all-time favourite racetrack in America long before this sensational victory.”
Dirk Werner (911 RSR #911): “I think Road America is the most beautiful racetrack
in the USA. It has everything a racing driver could wish for – long straights, fast and
at times very unusual corners, hard braking zones. I celebrated my first win in the
American Le Mans Series here. To return now as a Porsche works driver is something very special, especially after having just clinched our first victory at Lime Rock.
With this victory, we’re now in a good rhythm and we’re determined to maintain this
momentum for the rest of the season.”
Laurens Vanthoor (911 RSR #912): “Road America is a very difficult yet incredibly
fascinating racetrack. It’s one of those old-school circuits with a great tradition that I
love and that can only really be found in the USA these days. We went testing there

Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche Aktiengesellschaft
Porscheplatz 1
70435 Stuttgart

3 of 5

Public Relations and Press
Motorsport
Oliver Hilger
Tel +49 (0) 7 11 9 11 – 2 65 09
e-mail oliver.hilger@porsche.de

Press Release

July 31, 2017

with the 911 RSR, which will definitely have a positive effect on the final setup of our
car for the track. What I like about Road America is that if you dare to hold off a bit
longer before braking for the corners, you can easily overtake in some places.”
Gianmaria Bruni (911 RSR #912): “I turned my first laps with the 911 RSR at Road
America during our extensive test programme here in June. They were wonderful
days. I received a very warm welcome from the team and I immediately felt at home
in the Porsche Motorsport family. Now I’m looking forward to returning to this great
racetrack. I’d like to turn the many positive test experiences into a good race result.
Since Lime Rock at the latest, we know that everything is possible with the new 911
RSR.”
Jörg Bergmeister (911 GT3 R #73): “Road America is my favourite circuit in the
USA. It’s very fast, very hilly and very challenging – and it’s always guaranteed to
provide gripping action and interesting fights for positions. It’s good turf for Porsche.
We’ve pretty much always done well there in the past.”
Balance of Performance (BoP)
The “Balance of Performance” applies to the GTLM class of the IMSA SportsCar
Championship. “BoP” was introduced by the IMSA with the aim of achieving a level
playing field for the different vehicle concepts in this famously competitive class, and
thus ensure balanced and fair races. It should not make a fundamental difference if a
vehicle is powered by a turbocharged or normally aspirated engine, or if the engine is
mounted on the front axle or in front of the rear axle. The basic aerodynamic shape
of the vehicles should also not play a decisive role. After an initial grading by the IMSA, the performance data of the vehicles are acquired during the races via telemetry
– not only lap times but, for example, acceleration profiles and engine mappings.
This data input is then analysed and incorporated into the “BoP”. The most frequently
used means of adjusting the performance level is through adding or subtracting
weight as well as increasing or limiting the engine output through a restrictor or
boost. In keeping with the rule-makers’ intention, the key to success on the racetrack
is not about the individual potential of a vehicle, instead it’s about the performance of
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the drivers, the race strategy, a perfect setup or the skill of the team with their pit
stops.

The IMSA SportsCar Championship
The IMSA SportsCar Championship is a sports car race series contested in the USA
and Canada, which was run in 2014 for the first time. The series was formed from the
merger of the American Le Mans Series and the Grand-Am Series. Sports prototypes
and sports cars start in four different classes: GTLM (GT Le Mans), GTD (GT Daytona), P (Prototype) and PC (Prototype Challenge). The new Porsche 911 RSR runs in
the GTLM class, with the Porsche 911 GT3 R contesting the GTD class.

Please note: Photos and videos of the IMSA SportsCar Championship are available for journalists
from the Porsche Press Database on https://presse.porsche.de. The Twitter channel
@PorscheRaces provides live updates with the latest information and photos from race tracks around
the
world.
The
2017
digital
Motorsport
Media
Guide
is
available
on
https://presse.porsche.de/motorsport. Porsche Communication provides an innovative service for
journalists, bloggers and online multipliers under www.newsroom.porsche.com.
911 GT3 RS: Fuel consumption combined 12.7 l/100 km; urban 19.2 l/100 km; extra urban 8.9 l/100
km; CO2 emissions 296 g/km; efficiency class (Germany): G
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