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LMP1 qualifying FIA World Endurance Championship, round 5, Mexico City (MX)

17" pole position for the Porsche 919 Hybrid

Stuttgart. Both Porsche 919 Hybrids will start from the front row of the grid in Sun-
day’s six-hour race at the Autdodromo Hermanos Rodriguez in Mexico City. The
championship leading Le Mans winners, Earl Bamber (NZ), Timo Bernhard (DE) and
Brendon Hartley (NZ) took pole position on a dry track. Grid position two for the fifth
round of the FIA World Endurance Championship (WEC) went to the crew of the
reigning world champion Neel Jani (CH), André Lotterer (DE) and Nick Tandy (GB) in
the sister car.

It is the 17" pole position for the Porsche 919 Hybrid since its debut in 2014 and the
second this year after Jani and Lotterer had been fastest in the Spa qualifying. The
last front row lock-out for Porsche dates back to the 2016 Le Mans 24 Hour race.

In the WEC, the average of the two fastest laps of two drivers counts for the qualify-
ing result. Bernhard/Hartley achieved an average time of 1:24.562 minutes for car
number 2. Lotterer/Tandy in car number 1 managed a time of 1:24.710 min. Hartley
set the outright fastest qualifying lap of 1:24.459 minutes which topped last year's
best time of 1:24.763 minutes set by Lotterer in an Audi.

In the second free practice this morning, the two Porsches topped the time sheets
before finishing second and fourth in FP3 which was held shortly after noon. Both
sessions were held on a dry track. It was also Hartley who had set the overall best

lap of all practice sessions, a 1:25.007 minutes this morning.

Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche Aktiengesellschaft 10of4 Public Relations and Press
Porscheplatz 1 Motorsport Press
70435 Stuttgart Holger Eckhardt

phone: +49 (0)711 911 — 24959
holger.eckhardt@porsche.de



Press Release September 2, 2017

The six-hour race will start on Sunday at noon. The weather forecast is still unpre-
dictable.

Before round five in Mexico, reigning world champion Porsche leads the manufactur-
ers’ standings on 155 points from Toyota (114.5 points). Bamber/Bernhard/Hartley
top the drivers’ standings on 109 points, having a 31-point advantage to the best
placed Toyota crew. Jani/Lotterer/Tandy rank in fourth position (46 points).

The Porsche LMP Team after qualifying

Fritz Enzinger, Vice President LMP1: “After an impressive performance in all three
practice sessions, another great team effort led to a front row lock-out. This means
the best possible situation for the start of the race in which we hope to take another
step closer to our aim of title defence.”

Andreas Seidl, Team Principal: “A dream result for us and the first all-Porsche front
row since Le Mans 2016. This amazing outcome rewards the entire team for the hard
work of the past few weeks. Contrary to all predictions, the track stayed dry for the
majority of the day. Team and drivers made a perfect job, both cars got through quali-
fying with one set of tires each. But the pole position is just a snap shot, the six hours
tomorrow will be tough. The weather forecast is very unstable and that could provide
more challenges for us. But we feel well prepared and are looking forward to the race

now.

Drivers Porsche 919 Hybrid car number 1:

Neel Jani (33, Switzerland): “Our 919 feels quite good, | think we are ready for the
race. We used the practice sessions for tyre comparison and evaluation, which is
important for a race that may prove unpredictable especially regarding the weather
situation. Starting the race with both Porsches on the front row is obviously an ideal

situation.”
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André Lotterer (35, Germany): “This is a top result for the whole team. Of course |
would have preferred to take pole but apparently it wasn’t easy for Nick to get the
tyres up to temperature. | took over with the same set and can quite understand that.
The fact we used only a single set obviously is good for the race. Already in free
practice our two cars looked good compared to Toyota. The circuit lay-out suits our

919 very well, allowing us to lap very efficiently.”

Nick Tandy (32, Great Britain): “It is the best possible result for the team. Whoever
occupies the front row always has the chance to control the race. I'm very happy. It
was good for me to have some dry running earlier today in free practice. The circuit is
new to me and it was good to get some more track knowledge as well as working on
the car. The track is very difficult for traffic management. | also talked to our col-
leagues in the GT cars and they say it is the same for them. It seems the nature of
the turns in the middle of the lap makes it very difficult for the classes to interact to-

gether.”

Drivers Porsche 919 Hybrid car number 2
Earl Bamber (27, New Zealand): “Our car looks really strong and it is going well al-
so on long runs. We have a few things to tidy up on and we need to keep pushing

because it is close with Toyota. I'm very much looking forward to the race.”

Timo Bernhard (36, Germany): “We had done some set-up changes in FP3 and it
appears these worked well. Brendon set a very good lap time in qualifying and | was
under pressure to deliver in order not to upset the team! My lap was almost com-
pletely clean and I'm very pleased we have achieved another pole position for Por-
sche. This is only a small step compared to the race but a great injection of self-

confidence and a huge motivation.”

Brendon Hartley (27, New Zealand): “It was a really good qualifying for us. | was in
the car first and went quickest. But Toyota were actually a lot closer than expected,
apparently they were hiding some pace in free practice. Timo finished qualifying off
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for our car and we used only one set of tyres to keep our options for the race. Tomor-
row the weather is difficult to predict but today we are happy to get one more point.”

TV and live streaming:

- The official WEC App can be downloaded free of charge with an extended (not
free of charge) version available which includes full live streaming and full tim-
ing. The live stream is voiced by the FIA WEC TV team including live inter-
views from the pits.

- The WEC races can be followed on various international TV channels around
the world. For details click here: https://tinyurl.com/y7e782bu

All scores: http://www.fiawec.com/en/season/result

All results: http://fiawec.alkamelsystems.com

Note: At https://presse.porsche.de text, image and video material on the LMP1 programme is freely

accessible. The link https://presskit.porsche.de/motorsport/en/mediaguide/index.html takes you

straight to the Porsche Motorsport Media Guide. The LMP1 twitter feed @Porsche_Team broadcasts
information, photos and video material live from the race track. Further live features from the races are

available at www.porsche.com/fiawec. For further press content, please visit the Newsroom at

www.newsroom.porsche.com. Video news is available at www.vimeo.com/porschenewsroom.

Oﬁl‘és HIEHPAAIJFZUgMAN[E

sssssssss

DMG MORI <H9PARD &  scuapFrLER Mobil I

vodafone

Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche Aktiengesellschaft 4 of 4 Public Relations and Press
Porscheplatz 1 Motorsport Press
70435 Stuttgart Holger Eckhardt

phone: +49 (0)711 911 — 24959
holger.eckhardt@porsche.de



