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GT Qualifying: World Endurance Championship WEC, Round 7, Fuji/Japan

Second world-championship pole for new Porsche 911 RSR
Stuttgart. In the qualifying for the Fuji six-hour race, Richard Lietz (Austria) and
Frédéric Makowiecki (France) have secured their first pole position. In rainy conditions and poor visibility, they clocked the fastest lap time on the Fuji Speedway in
their 510 hp Porsche 911 RSR. In the GT drivers’ world championship, the pair currently ranks second. For pole position they were awarded an extra point. This marks
the second time that the 911 RSR, developed from scratch in Weissach by Porsche
Motorsport for this season, starts from the first grid spot of the competitive GTE-Pro
field in this year’s Sports Car World Endurance Championship WEC. The first pole
position was set by Michael Christensen (Denmark) and Kévin Estre (France) in July
at the Nürburgring. Driving the second 911 RSR fielded by the Porsche GT Team,
the duo had to settle for the fifth grid place on the storied racetrack at the foot of
Mount Fuji.
In the GTE-Am class, the 911 RSR run by Porsche’s customer team Dempsey Proton Racing takes up Sunday’s race from the second grid spot driven by Porsche
Young Professional Matteo Cairoli (Italy), and his two German teammates Christian
Ried and Marvin Dienst. In 2015, the team won the race on the Fuji Speedway. One
of the 2015 drivers was Hollywood actor Patrick Dempsey, who this year cheers
them on from the pit wall as the co-owner of the team.
The race starts on Sunday at 11.00 hrs local time (04.00 hrs CEST). The TV channel
Sport 1 televises a live broadcast from 06.00 to 08.00 hrs as well as the finish at
10.30 hrs. The complete race can also be viewed free-of-charge via live streaming
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from 03.30 to 10.30 hours on www.sport1.de, as well as on pay-TV on Motorsport.TV from 03.45 to 10.15 hrs. Eurosport telecasts the last hour of racing live
from 09.00 hrs. The FIA WEC app is free in its basic version, and offers live streaming of the complete race as well as the time-keeping for a fee.
Qualifying quotes
Alex Stehlig, Programme Manager WEC: “We’re very happy to have secured pole
under these difficult conditions. The team performance was once again perfect today,
everyone concentrated totally on the job at hand. We’re expecting rain for tomorrow’s
race. This means that the conditions will be even more difficult. Today, we showed
that we can cope well and therefore we have the best chances to win the race. We
want to use this opportunity.”
Richard Lietz (911 RSR #91): “It’s a wonderful feeling to have achieved the second
pole position of the season for Porsche. We didn’t really expect this because our car
normally runs better in the race. We could certainly do with the extra point towards
the championship. I’m thrilled for the team; they’ve worked very hard over the last
days. As things look at the moment, our 911 RSR is very fast on a wet track. So
we’re hoping for rain for tomorrow’s race.”
Frédéric Makowiecki (911 RSR #91): “The entire team deserves this pole. We’ve
made the right decisions with the setup over the last days and we were rewarded for
this today. Our tyre choice and the air pressure were perfect for these challenging
conditions. Richard and I clocked very similar lap times, so which means we’re ready
for the race.”
Michael Christensen (911 RSR #92): “That was a difficult qualifying. As the rain
became heavier, I tried to set my fastest time in the first lap. However, I braked too
late into the first corner and lost time. And the other laps were anything but ideal.
Hopefully things go better in the race.”
Kévin Estre (911 RSR #92): “My first two laps were good, but unfortunately not fast
enough. It’s a shame that we’re not starting from further up the grid tomorrow. But the
race is long, and the conditions will probably be trickier. A lot will depend on the race
strategy. Whoever gets that right will be able to go for victory.”

Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche Aktiengesellschaft
Porscheplatz 1
70435 Stuttgart

2 of 3

Public Relations and Press
Motorsport
Oliver Hilger
Tel +49 (0) 7 11 9 11 – 2 65 09
e-mail oliver.hilger@porsche.de

Press Release

October 14, 2017

Qualifying result
GTE-Pro class
1. Lietz/Makowiecki (A/F), Porsche 911 RSR, 1:47.577 minutes
2. Priaulx/Tincknell (GB/GB), Ford GT, + 0.441 seconds
3. Mücke/Pla (D/F), Ford GT, + 0.562
4. Rigon/Bird (I/GB), Ferrari 488 GTE, + 0.618
5. Christensen/Estre (DK/F), Porsche 911 RSR, + 0.688
6. Thiim/Soerensen (DK/DK), Aston Martin, + 1.001
7. Calado/PierGuidi (I/I), Ferrari 488 GTE, + 1.125
8. Turner/Adam/Serra (GB/GB/BRA), Aston Martin, + 1.548
GTE-Am class
1. Mok/Sawa/Griffin (MYS/J/IRL), Ferrari 488 GTE, 1:49.408 minutes
2. Ried/Cairoli/Dienst (D/I/D), Porsche 911 RSR, + 0.362 seconds
3. Dalla Lana/Lamy/Lauda (CAN/P/A), Aston Martin, + 0.376
4. Hedlund/Barker/Foster (USA/GB/GB), Porsche 911 RSR, + 0.458
5. Flohr/Castellacci/Molina (CH/I/E), Ferrari 488 GTE, + 1.389

Please note: Photos and videos of the Sports Car World Endurance Championship WEC are available
for journalists from the Porsche Press Database on https://presse.porsche.de. The Twitter channel
@PorscheRaces provides live updates with the latest information and photos from race tracks around
the
world.
The
2017
digital
Motorsport
Media
Guide
is
available
on
https://presse.porsche.de/motorsport. Porsche Communication provides an innovative service for
journalists, bloggers and online multipliers under www.newsroom.porsche.com.
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