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FIA World Endurance Championship (WEC), round 7, Sakhir (Bahrain), LMP1 Race 

Porsche 919 Hybrids finish second and third on podium for the first time 

 
Stuttgart. For the first time both Porsche 919 Hybrid crews were part of the podium 

ceremony: The trio of Romain Dumas (France), Neel Jani (Switzerland) and Marc 

Lieb (Germany) finished second in round seven of the FIA World Endurance Cham-

pionship in Bahrain. Immediately behind them the sister car crossed the line. Timo 

Bernhard (Germany), Brendon Hartley (New Zealand) and Mark Webber (Australia) 

came third in the six-hour race. These are the fourth and fifth podium finishes for the 

Porsche 919 Hybrid in its debut season.  

 

Great fights for position in the beginning and strategies that produced exciting out-

comes in the end were the result of the penultimate round of the world championship, 

along with high temperatures of over 30 degrees Celsius.  

 

How the race went for car number 14: 
Dumas started from pole position and stayed in front until he was passed by a Toyota 

on lap five. Being the only car in the leading group not to pit during a full course yel-

low on lap 17, he took the lead again and held it until his pit stop for fuel and tyres 

after 30 laps. Dumas handed over to Lieb after 61 laps with the car lying in second. 

Lieb came in for his first pit stop for fuel and tyres after 92 laps. On lap 100 he over-

took an Audi and moved up to P3 again. After 123 laps Jani took over car number 14 

in second position. After 154 laps he came in for tyres and fuel and after 182 laps for 

fuel only. On fresher tyres, he was the faster of the two 919 Hybrids and passed the 

sister car for second position.  
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How the race went for car number 20: 
Hartley started from third on the grid, improved to second, but then dropped behind 

the two Toyotas to P4. Soon he suffered from problems with the brake temperatures. 

He came in during the full course yellow after 17 laps for fuel and tyres, and contin-

ued in P5. When he handed over the car to Bernhard after 48 laps, he had improved 

to third. Bernhard was leading the race when pitting after lap 79 for fuel and tyres and 

was then leading again, thanks to other cars’ stops, when he handed over the car to 

Webber after 110 laps. Webber refuelled and received fresh tyres after 141 laps. For 

his next stop, after 169 laps, the team and he together decided to take the risk of 

saving time by not changing tyres and only refuelling the car to go to the finish of the 

race.  

 
Quotes after the race: 
 
Wolfgang Hatz, Member of the Board, Research and Development, Porsche AG: 
“Second and third with both crews on the podium – this is a very nice conclusion to 

this exciting race. We tried everything, but a race win wasn’t quite possible yet. How-

ever, again we have made a significant step forward.” 

 

Fritz Enzinger, Vice President LMP1: “It is unbelievable that, after we celebrated 

our third pole position yesterday, today we made even more progress. What is really 

important: We were able to improve our race pace and get closer to the fastest cars. 

In the end we tried to do a double stint on the same set of tyres with the number 20 

car, which didn’t really work out. Nevertheless, congratulations to the team! We look 

forward to Sao Paulo very positively.” 

 

Andreas Seidl, Team Principal: “Having both crews on the podium is a great result. 

We have been close to it a few times before. Compared to earlier races, we got clos-

er to Toyota, plus we learnt a great deal in terms of race strategy and tyre manage-

ment. A big thank you to everyone in the team, including the drivers, for a very good 
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job this weekend. Now we can’t wait to get to Sao Paulo. Congratulations to Sébas-

tien Buemi and Anthony Davidson on winning the FIA WEC drivers’ title. ” 

 
Drivers Porsche 919 Hybrid number 14 
Romain Dumas (36, France): “I had a good start from pole position and enjoyed 

leading the race until the Toyota passed me. Then I was leading again after the other 

cars pitted during a short full course yellow. At this point the team decided to split the 

strategies for the two cars. Which one works out best you always only know at the 

end of the race. When it became cooler towards the end of my second stint the car 

improved a lot. So, this time, I left the nicer part of the race to my team mates.” 

 
Neel Jani (30, Switzerland): “This was a good race. After yesterday’s pole position it 

is nice to have both cars on the podium today. Unfortunately in the end we were not 

in a position to fight for the race win. We will analyse to see if the decision on the 

strategy during the full course yellow was the right one. Nevertheless, in the end we 

were able to match the Toyota’s speed. We are improving race by race and today we 

were really close. Hopefully we can fight for the next step on the podium in Sao Pau-

lo.” 

 

Marc Lieb (34, Germany): ”I found a good rhythm during my stint. The car was sig-

nificantly faster and more consistent in the night when it was cooler. Also, for me as a 

driver, it was a lot better and our 919 was very well balanced. Only towards the end 

of the stint did I have tyre degradation on both the front and rear. But I think I was 

able to catch up a bit.” 

 
Drivers Porsche 919 Hybrid number 20 
Timo Bernhard (33, Germany): “I had two trouble free stints, which for me went 

very smoothly, despite the fact it wasn’t easy to keep the car balanced. It looked 

good for us early in the race and in the beginning we stopped when the track was 

yellow. The traffic was very close and you really had to watch out, but it worked very 

well. With this double-podium finish we have reached our next target, so I’m happy.” 
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Brendon Hartley (25, New Zealand): “Today’s first double stint was a bit tricky for 

me. On the opening laps it was great fun and a fair fight with the Toyotas, but then I 

had a problem with the brake temperatures. I tried to play with all the toys we have 

available to help with such a problem, but it still cost me a lot of time. But when the 

temperatures dropped the car came alive again.” 

 
Mark Webber (38, Australia): ”It is a great day for Porsche to get two cars onto the 

podium. The conditions were not easy for the cars and, therefore, the result is anoth-

er milestone. We learn a huge amount in every event. With the number 20 car we 

were not quite able to do the same pace as the number 14 car today. For all three of 

us it was a tricky day, a bit like it started yesterday in qualifying.”  

 

 

Race result 6 hours of Sakhir (Bahrain): 
1. Wurz/Sarrazin/Conway (A/F/GB), Toyota TS040 Hybrid, 195 laps 

2.  Dumas/Jani/Lieb (F/CH/D), Porsche 919 Hybrid, – 50,460 s  

3.  Bernhard/Hartley/Webber (D/NZ/AUS), Porsche 919 Hybrid, – 57,268 s 

4. Fässler/Lotterer/Tréluyer (CH/D/F), Audi R18 e-tron quattro, – 1 lap 

5.  Di Grassi/Duval/Kristensen (BRA/F/DK), Audi R18 e-tron quattro, – 2 laps 

6.  Kraihammer/Belicchi/Leimer (A/I/CH), Rebellion R-One-Toyota, – 7 laps 
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FIA World Endurance Champonship (WEC) after 7 out of 8 rounds, 
Drivers’ standings: 
1.  Davidson/Buemi (GB/CH), Toyota, 148 (world champions) 

2. Lotterer/Tréluyer/Fässler (D/F/CH), Audi, 117 

3. Wurz/Sarrazin (A/F), Toyota, 104 

4.  Di Grassi/Kristensen (BRA/DK), Audi, 102 

5. Lapierre (F), Toyota, 96 

6.  Dumas/Jani/Lieb (F/CH/D), Porsche, 92 

7.  Nakajima (J), Toyota, 71 

8.  Duval (F), Audi, 66 

9. Bernhard/Hartley/Webber (D/NZ/AUS), Porsche, 63,5 

10.  Prost/Heidfeld/Beche (F/D/CH), Rebellion, 60,5 

 
Manufacturers’ standings: 
1.  Toyota, 259  

2.  Audi, 219 

3.  Porsche, 167 
 
 
GO 
 
 
Please note: Photo and video material relating to the World Endurance Championship (WEC) are 
available for accredited journalists from the Porsche Press Database at https://presse.porsche.de. You 
can also activate the Porsche Motorsport SMS information service there, which provides you with 
main news. Via @PorscheRaces on Twitter you can get the latest information, photos and videos re-
lating to Porsche Motorsport live from racetracks all over the world. The digital 2014 Motorsport Media 
Guide can be accessed by journalists at https://presse.porsche.de/motorsport. Porsche Communica-
tion also provides a new service for journalists, bloggers and online multipliers at 
www.newsroom.porsche.com. 
 

 

 

 

 

 


