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Porsche Brand Ambassador celebrates her first WTA title since 2015 in China  

Maria Sharapova wins Tianjin Open 

Stuttgart. Maria Sharapova has in China celebrated her 36th career tournament win. 

On Sunday, the Porsche Brand Ambassador won the Tianjin Open with a hard-fought 

7-5, 7-6 victory in the final against the 19-year old Belarusian Aryna Sabalenka. It is 

her first WTA title since Rome in 2015.  

 

“"It has been a long road, so this is very rewarding, "The finals are the stage that I want 

to be at and where I want to do well," said Maria Sharapova. After not playing 

competitively for over a year, the former world No. 1 made her comeback on the WTA 

Tour at this year’s Porsche Tennis Grand Prix at the end of April. In Tianjin, the north 

Chinese metropolis, she again won in straight sets, this time against the world No. 102. 

The five-time Grand Slam champion and the highly-impressive up-and-coming 

youngster served up an exciting and, for long stretches, top class match that the 

favourite closed out in a second set tie-break with her fourth match point after two 

hours and five minutes.  

 

That the task against Aryna Sabalenka, who is also a part of the Belarus team that has 

reached the Fed Cup final, was not going to be easy was something Maria Sharapova 

sensed before the final “It's very flattering when someone looks up to you, but it's also 

very dangerous because they want your position. They want to be the champion.”  

 

The success means that Maria Sharapova, who next week will play the Kremlin Cup 

in Moscow for the first time in ten years, will climb to No. 57 in the WTA world rankings.  
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Images of the Porsche Tennis Grand Prix in the Porsche Newsroom (http://newsroom.porsche.com) 
and for journalists in the Porsche press database (https://presse.porsche.de)  
 
 


