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IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship, 11th and final round in Braselton/USA 

Difficult qualifying for the 911 RSR at Road Atlanta 

Stuttgart. Petit Le Mans on the tradition-steeped Road Atlanta racetrack promises to 

be a fierce finale to the IMSA SportsCar Championship season: In the qualifying ses-

sion for Saturday’s ten-hour race in the US state of Georgia, the fastest eight in the 

GTLM class were separated by just five-tenths of a second. Never before this season 

has the fight for pole position been so close. The best Porsche 911 RSR shared by 

Gianmaria Bruni (Italy), Laurens Vanthoor (Belgium) and Earl Bamber (New Zealand) 

clocked the eighth quickest time. Patrick Pilet (France) planted the sister 911 RSR 

fielded by the Porsche GT Team on the ninth grid spot. For the race, he shares the 

cockpit with Dirk Werner (Germany) and Nick Tandy (Great Britain). 

 

Petit Le Mans also marks the last race in the prestigious North American Endurance 

Cup, which also includes the long-distance classics of Daytona, Sebring and Watkins 

Glen. In this competition Porsche leads the drivers’ classification with Patrick Pilet 

and Dirk Werner. Heading into the decisive race on the 4.087-kilometre Road Atlanta 

circuit, the Porsche GT Team ranks first in the team classification. At this toughest 

performance and reliability competition in GT racing worldwide, points are not only 

awarded for the final result, but also at intervals. At the Petit Le Mans event, for in-

stance, points are allocated after four and eight hours. Porsche won the North Ameri-

can Endurance Cup in 2014. 

  
Qualifying quotes 
Dr Frank-Steffen Walliser, Vice President Motorsport and GT Cars: “We’re obvious-

ly not happy with this qualifying result. But still, our #912 car is only five-tenths of a 
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second off the pole-sitter. This shows just how competitive the GTLM class is. Along 

with the many fans, we’re looking forward to an exciting and close final race of the 

season with plenty of fights for positions and changes at the lead. We’re focussing 

fully on the race and we’re confident that we’ll look significantly better over the dis-

tance.”   

Patrick Pilet (911 RSR #911): “That was a difficult qualifying. However, during the 

long runs our 911 RSR ran well and this makes me optimistic for the race. We have 

to try to work our way up the field as far as possible by the end of the first stint and 

look after our tyres. Then anything’s possible.” 

Gianmaria Bruni (911 RSR #912): “That wasn’t our best qualifying of the season. 

We tried various things to make the most of it, but unfortunately it didn’t work out as 

we’d hoped. Still, I’m looking forward to the race with Earl and Laurens. I’m sure that 

we’ll be strong enough to give our rivals a good fight for the lead spots.”  

 

The ten-hour race takes off on Saturday, 7 October, at 11.05 hrs local time (17.05 hrs 

CEST). Outside the USA, the race is broadcast live on www.imsa.com.  

 

 
 
Qualifying result 
GTLM class 
1. Fisichella/Vilander/Pier Guidi (I/SF/I)), Ferrari 488 GTE, 1:17.660 minutes 

2. Westbrook/Briscoe/Dixon (GB/USA/NZ), Ford GT, + 0.045 seconds 

3. Garcia/Magnussen/Rockenfeller (E/DK/D), Corvette, + 0.054 

4. Auberlen/Sims/Wittmer (USA/GB/CAN), BMW M6, + 0.069 

5. Hand/Müller/Bourdais (USA/D/F), Ford GT, + 0.071 

6. Gavin/Milner/Fässler (GB/USA/CH), Corvette, + 0.163 

7. Edwards/Tomczyk/Catsburg (USA/D/NL), BMW M6, + 0.424 

8. Vanthoor/Bruni/Bamber (B/I/NZ), Porsche 911 RSR, + 0.501 

9. Pilet/Werner/Tandy (F/GB/D), Porsche 911 RSR, + 0.766 
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GTD class 
1. Nielsen/Balzan/Cressoni (DK/I/I), Ferrari 488 GT3, 1:20.661 minutes 

2. Lally/Legge/Wilkins (USA/GB/CAN), Acura NSX, + 0.078 seconds 

3. Hawksworth/Pruett/Cindric (GB/USA/USA), Lwexus GT3, + 0.137 

6. Morad/Christensen/de Quesada (USA/DK/USA), Porsche 911 GT3 R, + 0.307 

12. Bergmeister/Lindsey/McMurry (D/USA/USA), Porsche 911 GT3 R, + 0.809 

16. MacNeil/Jeannette/Long (USA/USA/USA), Porsche 911 GT3 R, + 1.516 

17. Braun/Bennett/Jonsson (USA/USA/S), Porsche 911 GT3 R, + 2.718 

 
 
Please note: Photos and videos of the IMSA SportsCar Championship and the North American En-
durance Cup are available for journalists from the Porsche Press Database on 
https://presse.porsche.de. The Twitter channel @PorscheRaces provides live updates with the 
latest information and photos from race tracks around the world. The 2017 digital Motorsport Media 
Guide is available on https://presse.porsche.de/motorsport. Porsche Communication provides an 
innovative service for journalists, bloggers and online multipliers under 
www.newsroom.porsche.com.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


