
Porsche 
Teens

Throw the ball,  
Anton!

Wait a minute.  
What’s that over there?  

It’s headed this way!

We’re Edith and 
Anton. We live 

near here.

Excuse me. What  
kind of car is that?

Imagine a carriage 
connected to 35 horses, 

Anton!

It looks 
incredible. 
But what’s 

a roadster?

So true, Ferry. Just as  
it should be - less drag,  

reduced weight.

Gentlemen, 
3.86 meters long, 
1.67 meters wide, 
and 1.25 meters 
tall.

A genuine 
roadster! 

Well, look 
who we 

have here!

Next month, in June, we hope to receive 
a  general operating permit for the car.  
It will bear the chassis number 356-001.

And eventually,  
we will see our sports cars  

in races, too …

It’s a wooden frame - a pattern, 
if you will. We shape the metal, hold 

it up to the wooden frame, and 
make sure everything fits. This is our 

next model: a coupe with a rear 
engine and two rumble seats.

Looks like a huge 
wooden car skeleton.

And here’s 
a model of 

our next car.

Looks 
like a huge 
wooden  

toy!

We got to go inside the production 
facility and see the new car!

It’s so elegant!  
It looks like a dolphin.

And everyone was there!
Professor Ferdinand, Ferry, and 

a man called Karl Rabe.

Aluminum body, space frame, weight of 600 kilograms.  
The team responsible for the car was headed by chief engineer  

Karl Rabe and body expert Erwin Komenda.

Not bad, Dad! A fun and enjoyable  
driving experience. That’s exactly what  

a modern sports car should be.

A new design with  
type number 356, a roadster.
My father has worked in the 

automotive industry for a long 
time. We’d already developed 

many of the parts, including the 
four-cylinder boxer engine.

… We made it stronger.  
From 25 to 35 hp, which stands 

for horsepower.

No fixed roof, two seats,  
a sporty look. And plenty of fun!

You know the old sawmill? That’s our 
 production facility. You should stop by!

 
Oh,  

we will!

… the new Porsche sports car ... 
And that’s the car you sat in?

The same references still apply 75 years later ...

Really? I’ve never heard  
of a car like that!

And  
Erwin 

Komenda  
was there, 

too!

… and then 
we even got to 

sit inside, 
Dad.

That’s 
the first-ever 

Porsche!

One month later, on August 21, 1948

Hey, I know you. I’m Ferdinand Porsche.  
And this is the first sports car built by my son Ferry.

The 356 “No. 1” Roadster, the first 
sports car to bear the Porsche name, 
celebrates its premiere in 1948.
By François Tallon  
and Gilles DESVALLOIS

Porsche 356 “No. 1” Roadster
Chassis number 365/1-001
Registration K 45 286 - 6/8/1948

Length: 3.86 m, width: 1.67 m,
height: 1.25 m, weight: 601 kg
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