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Dear Journalist: 
Early each week, Porsche Cars North America will provide a weekend summary or pre-

race event notes package, covering the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship, 

SRO Blancpain GT World Challenge America, the FIA World Endurance Championship 

(WEC) or other areas of interest from the world of Porsche Motorsport. Please utilize this 

resource as needed, and do not hesitate to contact us for additional information. 

- Porsche Cars North America Motorsports Public Relations Team 

 

Porsche Motorsport Weekly Event Notes: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 
 

This Week. 
• Golden Anniversary. Porsche Celebrates 50th Anniversary of First Le Mans Win. 

• New York, New York. Porsche Aces Celebrate Top-10 in Virtual Formula E. 

 
Porsche Profile. 
Event Story Lines. 
Golden Anniversary. Porsche Celebrates 50th Anniversary of First Le Mans Win.  
The 88th running of the 24 Hours of Le Mans was scheduled for June 13 – 14. Despite 

the world’s oldest endurance race being postponed until September 19 – 20, the June 

date remains the 50th anniversary of the first overall win for Porsche on the Circuit de la 

Sarthe in France. On June 14, 1970, the checkered flag waved to end a spectacular race 

in chaotic weather. Only 16 of the original 51 starters completed the full 24-hour race 

distance with just seven of those having traveled far enough to be considered in the final 

classification. Porsche occupied the entire podium with a one-two-three finish. With 19 

overall victories, the German marque holds the distinction as the winningest 

manufacturer in the history of the 24 Hours of Le Mans. 
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The story of Porsche and Le Mans began in 1951. A small group from Stuttgart-

Zuffenhausen made its way to the tradition-rich race circuit 125-miles west of Paris with 

a pair of Porsche 356 SL race cars. One of the two-seater Porsche racers started and 

won the class for cars with an engine displacement up to 1.1 liters. Since this premiere, 

race or sports cars from Porsche have started in the 24 Hours of Le Mans every year 

through to the present-day Porsche 911 RSR factory and customer race cars in the 

LMGTE-Pro and LMGTE-Am classes. A world record of continuity.  

 

Like Porsche and motorsports, Porsche and Le Mans simply belong together. Ferdinand 

Porsche (1875 – 1951) was the design engineer at the start of the company’s history and 

became famous as a result of his designs for legendary race cars. His son Ferry (1909 

– 1998) founded the sports car marque. Ferry Porsche saw competition on the racetrack 

as a cornerstone of the corporate philosophy and was most interested in endurance 

races for sports cars and prototypes. This is because, unlike formula single-seaters, 

sports cars could be immediately recognized as a Porsche. There was a direct link 

between the technology of the racing sports cars and the technology used in series 

production cars. The durability of the sports-oriented technology at high speeds could 

only be demonstrated in endurance races. Moreover, the team and the marque were the 

winners in endurance racing, not the individual drivers like in Formula 1. The most 

famous of all endurance races was and remains Le Mans. 

 

From the start, there has been a close link between motorsports and sports car 

construction at Porsche. Up to the end of the 1960s, a large number of employees helped 

in preparing the race cars ahead of Le Mans. Today, many engineers earn their first 

intensive training in Porsche motorsports. The auto racing environment provides lessons 
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in the caldron of competition: time pressure is part of the norm, where creativity, the 

ability to improvise and innovativeness are demanded, and where meeting deadlines is 

non-negotiable. Peter Falk, Porsche’s long-standing chief race engineer, said: “No race 

is started later because we are not ready.”  

 

Up to 1981, the testing department was not just responsible for testing and further 

development of the road sports cars, but also for race car development and motorsport. 

The links between motorsports and series production could hardly have been closer. 

Starting in 1982, a separate racing department was created within Porsche. However, 

the ties remain close as Porsche Motorsport is located at the Development and Research 

Center in Weissach, Germany. This means that intense technological transfer between 

the race track and the road still takes place today.  

 

Use of technology in race cars has always been seen as a way of accelerating 

development. This applied in the past to disc brakes, lightweight construction, fuel 

injection and the Porsche dual-clutch transmission (PDK) just as much as it does today 

to high-voltage technology and torque vectoring.  

 

Le Mans represents much more than competition, a technical test laboratory and an 

advertising platform. While Porsche had remained a constant player at Le Mans in the 

GT classes, in 2014, the “works” team returned to compete for the overall victory after a 

15-year pause. Porsche communicated its “Mission: Our Return.” all over the world. At 

the headquarters in Stuttgart-Zuffenhausen, there was a race atmosphere for the whole 

Le Mans weekend. The Porsche Museum remained open day and night, and people 

could follow the race live on large screens located in the middle of race cars from 

previous decades exhibited around them. Thousands came. In 2015, 2016 and 2017, 



 
 
Motorsport News June 2, 2020 
  No. 39/20 

Public Relations Department 4 of 10   
Andrew Lennon    
Phone +1.770.290.3511    
andrew.lennon@porsche.us    
 

fans celebrated with Porsche: “We have won Le Mans.” Le Mans is part of the company 

– both in the technology and in the spirit. 

 

 

New York, New York. Porsche Aces Celebrate Top-10 in Virtual Formula E. 
The TAG Heuer Porsche Formula E Team added more points to its tally in the maiden 

race on the virtual Formula E circuit in New York, New York on Saturday, May 30. 

Porsche factory driver Neel Jani (Switzerland) was involved in the battle for a spot on 

the podium for long periods during the sixth race of the ABB Formula E “Race at Home 

Challenge” before crossing the finishing line in fifth-place. His teammate André Lotterer 

(Germany) claimed tenth-place in the second virtual Porsche 99X Electric. In the 

“Challenge Grid” race for sim racers and influencers, which takes place separately, 

Joshua Rogers (Australia) secured a third-place, celebrating a podium finish in his third 

appearance of the season for Porsche. 

 

The virtual race in New York’s Brooklyn neighborhood provided plenty of Formula E 

action. After a strong performance in qualifying, Jani started the race from third on the 

grid and moved up one position in the first turn. He was on course for a podium finish 

before a tumultuous final phase. The Swiss driver lost two places on the 11th lap and, 

after he spun in the final lap, he had to let another competitor pass. Jani then crossed 

the line in fifth-place. Lotterer also made a good start from tenth-place, moving up one 

position. However, he slipped back again as the race progressed, finishing where he 

started. These results saw Jani (10 points) and Lotterer (1 point) score a total of 11 points 

for the TAG Heuer Porsche Formula E Team. The grand finale of the “Race at Home 

Challenge”, featuring two competitive races, is scheduled to take place next weekend. 

Double points will be up for grabs in both of these final races. Race 1 on Saturday, June 
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6, will be held on the virtual track in New York while the Grand Finale will take place in 

Berlin-Tempelhof on Sunday, June 7. 

 

Marco Ujhasi, Manager Esports at Porsche Motorsport. 
“We saw some thrilling battles at the sixth round of the ‘Race at Home Challenge’ today. 

Neel and André were both in the points again on the new virtual circuit in New York. Neel 

was doing pretty well after recording the third-fastest lap time in qualifying but was not 

quite able to convert this into the same race result, finishing fifth. Qualifying did not go 

quite so well for André, but he finished tenth to score another point. Josh put on a great 

chasing performance in the ‘Challenge Grid’ race and moved up six places. He was 

rewarded for this with a spot on the podium. It is great that Formula E managed to secure 

another new race location for the virtual Formula E series with this circuit in New York. 

We are looking forward to next weekend with New York and Berlin as the venues for the 

Grand Finale.” 

 

Neel Jani, Driver, No. 18 TAG Heuer Porsche Formula E Team Porsche 99X 
Electric. 
“I am very happy with qualifying and I had a good start to the race. Things were then 

very tight in turn one. I got wedged in, but I still managed to move up to second. I then 

just concentrated on my race where I showed a good pace. It was a tough battle for the 

podium. Unfortunately, I spun on the final lap and dropped down to fifth-place. That was 

a shame, as I hadn’t been so close to a podium finish before that. Nonetheless, we 

scored some valuable points and overall we are confident heading into the final weekend 

of the season.” 
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André Lotterer, Driver, No. 36 TAG Heuer Porsche Formula E Team Porsche 99X 
Electric. 
“Qualifying did not go so well, although the lap times in practice actually weren't bad. 

Once the race started, the going got tough on the first lap. However, I did get through 

that alright. There was some damage to my car in a battle with Oliver Turvey. In the end, 

I finished tenth. We could have done better but at least I had a thrilling battle with Oliver.” 

 

Joshua Rogers, Driver, Challenge Race, No. 18 TAG Heuer Porsche Formula E 
Team Porsche 99X Electric. 
“That was an exciting race in New York. I found qualifying difficult. I made a few errors, 

which meant that I started the race in ninth-place. The start went well though. Some 

drivers took the inside line on turn one. I went outside and was able to move up a few 

places – because there were some collisions. I was already up to fifth after turn two and 

continued to move up. I had a nice battle with Cem Bolukbasi and managed to get past 

in the end. Improving from ninth to third - that’s a great result. Once again, it was great 

fun for me to be involved for the TAG Heuer Porsche Formula E Team.” 

 

 

 

Social Media. 
Porsche. @Porsche 

Porsche GT Team (North America). @PorscheNARacing 

Porsche Motorsport – GT Cars. @PorscheRaces 

Porsche Racing. @Porsche_Team 

Porsche Motorsport North America. 
@PorscheMotorsportNorthAmerica 

(Instagram) 
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Porsche Formula E. 
@PorscheFormulaE (Twitter) 

@porsche.formulae (Instagram) 

Porsche Newsroom. 
@PorscheNewsroom (Twitter) 

@porsche_newsroom (Instagram) 

  

Model Hashtags.  
Porsche 99X Electric. #99XElectric 

Porsche 911 RSR. #911RSR 

Porsche 911 GT3 R. #911GT3R 

Porsche 911 GT3 Cup. #911Cup 

Porsche 718 Cayman GT4 Clubsport. #GT4Clubsport 

Porsche 935. #Porsche935 

Porsche 911 GT2 RS Clubsport. #GT2RSClubsport 

  

 

Series Hashtags and Handles. 
GT3 Cup Challenge USA. #GT3USA 

GT3 Cup Challenge Canada. #GT3Canada 

Porsche Sprint Trophy USA West. @PirelliTrophyWestUSA (Instagram) 

IMSA @IMSA 

SRO America @SROAmerica 

SRO GT4 America #GT4America 

FIA World Endurance Championship. @FIAWEC 

Intercontinental GT Challenge. @IntercontGTC 

FIA ABB Formula E Championship. @FIAFormulaE 
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Photography: 
https://press.porsche.com/prod/presse_pag/PressResources.nsf/WebResources?Open

View&level1id=4&hl=pcna-images-motorsport&level1tab=4&formtab=2 

 

Porsche Cars North America Media Site. 
https://press.porsche.com/prod/presse_pag/PressBasicData.nsf/press/PCNAenWelco

me0?OpenDocument 

 

Porsche Cars North America Motorsport Site: 
https://press.porsche.com/prod/presse_pag/PressResources.nsf/jumppage/de-

motorsport?OpenDocument&hl=de-motorsport 

 

Porsche Motorsports Media Information. 
Current news, images and notes relating to Porsche can be found in our press kit. Please 

contact Andrew Lennon or Tom Moore for the latest Porsche Motorsports media kit. 

 

About Porsche Cars North America, Inc. 
One Porsche Drive, Atlanta, GA 30354 USA 

 

Established in 1984, Porsche Cars North America, Inc. (PCNA) is the exclusive U.S. 

importer of the Porsche 911, 718 Boxster and 718 Cayman; Macan and Cayenne; 

Panamera; and Taycan. Headquartered in Atlanta, Georgia, since 1998, PCNA is also 

home to the first Porsche Experience Center in North America featuring a module-based 

1.6-mile driver development track, business center, and fine dining restaurant, 356. The 
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company operates a second Porsche Experience Center near Los Angeles. That 53-

acre complex features a driver development track with eight educational modules totaling 

4.1 miles, a business center, and Restaurant 917. PCNA supports 192 independently 

owned and operated Porsche dealerships in the U.S., including supplying parts, service, 

marketing, and training. They, in turn, work to provide Porsche customers with a best-in-

class experience that is in keeping with the Porsche brand's 70-year history of leadership 

in the advancement of vehicle performance, safety, and efficiency. PCNA is an indirect 

wholly-owned subsidiary of Porsche AG, which is headquartered in Stuttgart, Germany.  

At the core of this success is Porsche's proud racing heritage that boasts some 30,000-

plus motorsport wins to date. 

Follow us: twitter.com/porsche | facebook.com/porsche 

 

Photos and video footage are available to accredited journalists on the Porsche Press 

Database at http://press.porsche.com/ 

 

Contacts. 
Andrew Lennon 

Porsche Cars North America 

Manager, Product Communications 

Office. 770-290-3511 

Mobile. 404-697-7926 

andrew.lennon@porsche.us 

 

Tom Moore 

Motorsports Public Relations 

Mobile.  615-509-5000 
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tom@darkhorseautosport.com  

 

 


