Press Release

19 August 2021

Hyperpole GTE, FIA World Endurance Championship, Round 4, Le Mans (France)

Porsche customer teams tackle Le Mans from pole position in both GT classes
Stuttgart. Porsche customer teams have scored the perfect result in the Hyperpole of
the 24 Hours of Le Mans: Dries Vanthoor turned a sensational lap in 3:46.882 minutes
on Thursday evening and planted his Porsche 911 RSR fielded by HubAuto Racing on
pole position in the hotly contested GTE-Pro class. The Belgian, who is the brother of
the Porsche works driver Laurens Vanthoor, came out on top against strong opposition
from all works teams in the cutthroat hunt for top times. In the GTE-Am category, 911
racing cars will take up the race on Saturday at 4:00 pm from the first three grid spots.
At the wheel of Dempsey-Proton Racing’s No. 88 entry, Porsche Young Professional
Julian Andlauer from France was over half a second faster than Benjamin Barker in
the identical car of GR Racing and Matteo Cairoli in Project 1’s No. 56 vehicle.
The so-called Hyperpole is the final qualifying session to secure the best grid positions
for the 89th edition of the Le Mans 24-hour race. The six fastest cars from the previous
day’s qualifying were eligible to compete in both classes. In favourable weather conditions with cool temperatures at sunset, the two factory-run Porsche 911 RSR went out
on to the 13.626-kilometre racetrack as soon as the session began. With a 23-strong
field from four classes, they had to get the cleanest possible lap with little traffic. Hence,
the start of the final qualifying session turned hectic. All drivers immediately went in
pursuit of the top time – with the associated high risk.
Under these circumstances, Kévin Estre experienced bad luck in the No. 92 car of the
Porsche works team. The Frenchman went all-out on his first flying lap but had to radio
the pits at about the seven-kilometre mark: “I’ve had a crash. I’m okay but I can’t
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continue. I’m so sorry!” Estre had lost control of the ca. 515 PS nine-eleven at the
entrance to the famous Indianapolis turn and hit the barriers with the rear of his car.
The damages to the vehicle prevented him from continuing. The Hyperpole session
was stopped for around ten minutes due to the accident.
When the session restarted, Gianmaria Bruni planted the No. 91 sister car on P5. The
Italian struggled with persistent understeer and was unable to tap the full potential of
his 911 RSR. Meanwhile, Dries Vanthoor turned heads at the wheel of HubAuto
Racing’s customer car: At his first Le Mans drive in a Weissach racing car, the Belgian
set the fastest lap time in the GTE-Pro class in 3:46.882 minutes. The rivals from Ferrari and Corvette had no answer to Vanthoor’s time. “Pole position for HubAuto Racing
in the GTE-Pro, and a grid lockout with Dempsey-Proton, GR Racing and Project 1
occupying the first three spots in the GTE-Am category – what a fantastic result for our
customer teams,” said a delighted Pascal Zurlinden, Director Factory Motorsport.
“We’re not satisfied with positions five and six for our works cars. Still, we’ll pull out all
stops in the race. All in all, the results show very clearly that Porsche Motorsport’s
customer squads always receive top-quality material which enables them to drive at
the highest level!”
“The result of this qualifying feels like a double-edged sword for us. Congratulations to
HubAuto Racing. They clinched pole position in the GTE-Pro class at their very first
outing with the 911 RSR. And the car is new for Dries Vanthoor. A mega success,”
states Alexander Stehlig, Head of Operations FIA WEC. “For us as the works team,
the qualifying didn’t go as well. Kévin made a mistake during his first hot lap. He slid
into the barriers and unfortunately had to abandon the session. Gianmaria Bruni’s car
didn’t achieve what we’d hoped for either with fifth place. We now have some work
ahead of us and we’ll do our homework so that we can perform better on Saturday.”
For the strong Porsche customer teams in the GTE-Am class, everything ran like
clockwork. Porsche Young Professional Julien Andlauer, who had already left a lasting
impression in the qualifying and free practice sessions, gave his rivals no chance. With
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a lap time of 3:47.987 minutes, the Frenchman was in a league of his own in front of
home crowds. Britain’s Benjamin Barker ranked second in GR Racing’s 911 RSR just
0.573 seconds behind, with Matteo Cairoli in third, 0.889 seconds off class pole in the
Project 1 car.
The race on TV, via live-stream and on the Porsche Motorsport microsite
The free-TV broadcaster RTL NITRO televises the entire Le Mans event for the first
time after the RTL Group secured the broadcasting rights for the FIA WEC and the 24
Hours of Le Mans. The sports channel Eurosport also reports extensively on the 89th
edition of the classic, which gets underway on Saturday at 4:00 pm CEST. Via their
paid apps, the World Endurance Championship WEC and the Le Mans organiser ACO
offer a live stream and live timing.
Porsche Motorsport compiles detailed information on the Porsche 911 RSR, the team,
the works drivers and the 2021 Le Mans 24-hour race on its website
https://media.porsche.com/motorsport. This website provides the latest news and
background stories, images and extensive video features for media multipliers.
Drivers’ comments after the Hyperpole
Dries Vanthoor (Porsche 911 RSR #72): “This is only my second time at Le Mans
and the team isn’t yet completely familiar with the car either. The practice sessions
didn’t go so smoothly, but it looks like we’ve progressed in the right direction with the
changes to my car. This is just the start of a long race weekend, but right now I’m very
happy.”
Gianmaria Bruni (Porsche 911 RSR #91): “That was a difficult qualifying. We’d
modified the setup beforehand to further improve our Porsche. It worked, but it wasn’t
possible to jump in the car and immediately implement the changes. It was really dark
when I went out on my second set of tyres. I lacked a bit of confidence in these
conditions because this is my first Le Mans lap at night – I took a break in yesterday’s
second free practice.”
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Kévin Estre (Porsche 911 RSR #92): “I’m very disappointed and mad with myself.
The start of the lap wasn’t great, somehow I didn’t get a feel for the brakes and I wasn’t
as fast as I wanted to be. I lacked the confidence that’s needed. I was a touch too fast
in the Indianapolis area. I lost the car and hit the tyre wall backwards. It wasn’t a major
crash, but the rear is badly damaged – it’s such a shame for our team.”
Julien Andlauer (Porsche 911 RSR #88): “It’s just incredible! The car was absolutely
awesome – just like in the practice and qualifying sessions. We only had to refuel for
the Hyperpole, fit fresh tyres and put our foot down. The team has done an incredible
job over the past few days. A huge thank you for that. This is my first attempt at the
Hyperpole – and I promptly set pole position. I couldn’t be happier. Now we have a
long race ahead of us. But we’re definitely heading into the 24-hour competition feeling
terrific.”
Benjamin Barker (Porsche 911 RSR #86): “The car was fantastic and my team did
an excellent job. It’s a shame that the session was red-flagged at one stage. At that
point, I was two-tenths of a second faster in sectors one and two of my first flying lap
– I reckon that would’ve been a very good time. On my second attempt, I didn’t want
to take any unnecessary risks and was more cautious. In the final sector, I made a
minor mistake and that cost me a bit of time. All in all a great result and a good starting
position for the 24-hour race.”
Matteo Cairoli (Porsche 911 RSR #56): “I actually wanted to do something nice for
the team tonight, but unfortunately it wasn’t enough for pole. I thought we’d be closer
to the top. Luckily, the race is long and we still have plenty of time to improve.
Congratulations to Julien Andlauer on his exceptional lap.”
Hyperpole results
GTE-Pro class
1. Martin/Parente/D. Vanthoor (B/P/B), HubAuto Racing, Porsche 911 RSR #72,
3:46.882 minutes
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2. Serra/Molina/Bird (BR/E/GB), AF Corse, Ferrari 488 GTE #52, 3:47.063 minutes
3. Milner/Tandy/Sims (USA/GB/GB), Corvette Racing, Chevrolet Corvette C8.R #64,
3:47.093 minutes
4. Calado/Pier Guidi/Ledogar (GB/I/F), AF Corse, Ferrari 488 GTE #51, 3:47.247
minutes
5. Lietz/Bruni/Makowiecki (A/I/F), Porsche GT Team, Porsche 911 RSR #91,
3:47.696 minutes
6. Estre/Jani/Christensen (F/CH/DK), Porsche GT Team, Porsche 911 RSR #92, no
lap time
GTE-Am class
1. Andlauer/Bastien/Arnold (F/USA/D), Dempsey-Proton Racing, Porsche 911 RSR
#88, 3:47.987 minutes
2. Wainwright/Barker/Gamble (GB/GB/GB), GR Racing, Porsche 911 RSR #86,
3:38.560 minutes
3. Perfetti/Cairoli/Pera (N/I/I), Team Project 1, Porsche 911 RSR #56, 3:48.876
minutes
4. Lacorte/Sernagiotto/Fuoco (I/I/I), Cetilar Racing, Ferrari 488 GTE #47, 3:49.387
minutes
5. Iribe/Millroy/Barnicoat (USA/GB/GB), Inception Racing, Ferrari 488 GTE #71,
3:49.477 minutes
6. Keating/Pereira/Fraga (USA/L/BR), TF Sport, Aston Martin Vantage AMR #33,
3:49.676 minutes
Full results and points’ standings: fiawec.alkamelsystems.com

Further information, film and photo material in the Porsche Newsroom: newsroom.porsche.com.
The Twitter channel @PorscheRaces provides live updates from Porsche Motorsport with the latest
information and photos from racetracks around the world.
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