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Porsche at the WEC and IMSA long-distance races in Sebring/USA  

Like Le Mans – but in the USA: Major endurance test for Porsche at Sebring  

Stuttgart. Porsche faces a huge sporting challenge. From March 13-16, the GT teams 

of the sports car manufacturer from Weissach field four works vehicles in two long-

distance races at Sebring (USA). Two of the ca. 510 hp Porsche 911 RSR will race 

over more than 1,000 miles at round six of the Sports Car World Endurance 

Championship WEC, with another two identical vehicle models tackling the twelve-

hour IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship race. The so-called #SuperSebring 

race weekend requires a massive effort from Porsche in terms of personnel and 

logistics – comparable to Porsche’s largest ever GT mission at Le Mans in 2018.  

 

“The Sebring weekend is a massive undertaking for Porsche Motorsport. We have to 

transport our entire WEC crew including the cars and all the equipment over the Atlan-

tic. That alone presents a logistical challenge,” says Fritz Enzinger, Vice President of 

Motorsport. “On top of this, our IMSA team competes at the same location on the same 

weekend. Two factory cars have to tackle each of these two important endurance races 

successfully. Everything has to be right.” The Sebring weekend also serves as prepa-

ration for this year’s 24 Hours of Le Mans, where Porsche will again field four works 

cars against five other manufacturers in the fiercely competitive GTE-Pro category.  

 

“This will undoubtedly be one of the most intense race weekends of the year. The 

schedules of both series are so tight that we can only use few personnel on both sides. 

Basically, the two races add up to a marathon of over almost 24 hours. That’s definitely 

on a par with Le Mans, especially on this extremely demanding racetrack. We’ll have 
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a 30-strong crew for each of the WEC and IMSA series, plus an additional 15 people 

for the GT3 and GT4 customer sport programme in the USA,” says Pascal Zurlinden, 

Director of GT Factory Motorsport. “The combination of both works teams is already 

working brilliantly. One example of this: While the IMSA team was testing in Sebring, 

the WEC squad used Core Autosport’s workshop to set up the two 911 RSR. They 

have everything that’s needed there. That’s how teamwork should be.”   

 

“The cooperation between the two teams, the exchange of data and information, and 

not least the perfect organisation of spare parts are fundamentally important,” says 

Fritz Enzinger. “When we contested Le Mans in 2018 with four works cars we finished 

up with a double victory. So we know how it works. Now “across the pond” we aim to 

demonstrate the perfect synergy between the teams – in a race over twelve hours and 

another over 1,000 miles.” At the race weekend in Florida, dubbed #SuperSebring, a 

total of 17 drivers from Porsche’s 25-strong driver squad will share driving duties in the 

factory cars and customers’ 911 racers.  

 

The Porsche works cars and drivers at Sebring 

WEC #91: Gianmaria Bruni (I), Richard Lietz (A) 

WEC #92: Kévin Estre (F), Michael Christensen (DK) 

IMSA #911: Patrick Pilet (F), Nick Tandy (GB), Frédéric Makowiecki (F) 

IMSA #912: Earl Bamber (NZ), Laurens Vanthoor (B), Mathieu Jaminet (F) 

 

Porsche successes at Sebring  

With 18 overall victories, Porsche is by far the most successful marque at the twelve-

hour race in Florida. The sports car manufacturer dominated the storied event, which 

was contested for the first time in 1952, particularly in the 1970s and 1980s. Between 

1976 and 1988, Porsche netted 13 outright victories in a row. Racing legends Hans 

Herrmann and Jo Siffert scored the first win for Porsche at Sebring in 1960. The most 

recent overall win was in 2008 thanks to Timo Bernhard (Germany), Romain Dumas 

(France) and Emmanuel Collard (France) at the wheel of a Penske Racing Porsche 

RS Spyder. 
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The Porsche vehicles 

For its third racing season in North America, the Porsche 911 RSR was further opti-

mised primarily in the setup. Depending on the size of the restrictor, the engine, which 

is positioned in front of the rear axle, puts out around 375 kW (510 hp). The large rear 

diffuser combined with a top-mounted rear wing provides aerodynamic efficiency and 

significant downforce. The 911 GT3 R was newly developed for the 2019 season. Im-

provements in the areas of aerodynamics and kinematics were systematically imple-

mented from the insights garnered from the many race outings of its predecessor. The 

six-cylinder engine in the rear of the GT3 customer racer produces over 368 kW (500 

hp). 

 

The Sports Car World Endurance Championship WEC 

In the Sports Car World Endurance Championship (WEC), which was first contested 

in 2012, sports prototypes and GT vehicles compete in four classes: LMP1, LMP2, 

GTE-Pro and GTE-Am. They all compete together in one race but are classified sepa-

rately. The Porsche GT Team contests the GTE-Pro class, while the customer teams 

Dempsey Proton Racing, Project 1 and Gulf Racing fight for honours in the GTE-Am 

class. 

 

This is the IMSA SportsCar Championship 

The IMSA SportsCar Championship is a sports car race series that has been contested 

in the USA and Canada since 2014. The series originated from the merger of the Amer-

ican Le Mans Series and the Grand-Am Series. Sports prototypes and sports cars start 

in four different classes: GTLM (GT Le Mans), GTD (GT Daytona), Dpi (Daytona Pro-

totype international) and LMP2 (Le Mans Prototype 2). The Porsche 911 RSR runs in 

the GTLM class, and the Porsche 911 GT3 R contests the GTD class.  

 
 
Please note: Press releases, photos and videos are available to download on http://presse.por-

sche.de. The Twitter channel @PorscheRaces provides live updates with the latest information and 

photos from race tracks around the world. Porsche Communication provides more content with an in-

novative service for journalists, bloggers and online multipliers under www.newsroom.porsche.com.   

 

http://www.newsroom.porsche.com/

