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FIA World Endurance Championship WEC, LMP1, Round 8, Shanghai (China), Practice 

 
Porsche 919 Hybrid sets fastest lap of the day 
 
Stuttgart. The Porsche Team with the two 919 Hybrids in general had a positive first 

day of practice for the eighth out of nine rounds of the FIA World Endurance Cham-

pionship (WEC) in Shanghai. The reigning World Champions, Timo Bernhard (DE), 

Brendon Hartley (NZ) and Mark Webber (AU), were fastest in both of the two 90-

minute free practice sessions on the 5.451 kilometre long Chinese Formula One cir-

cuit. Hartley set the fastest lap of the day in the afternoon with a time of 1:44.594 

minutes. The championship leaders, Romain Dumas (FR), Neel Jani (CH) and Marc 

Lieb (DE), in the sister car nearly completely missed the morning session because of 

a precautionary battery change. They came third in the afternoon session with Marc 

Lieb setting their fastest lap time (1:46.264 minutes). The six drivers with the two Le 

Mans Prototypes completed a total of 122 laps in constantly dry and mild conditions.  

 

The Weissach based LMP1 team is hoping for an early win for its second consecu-

tive world championship title in Shanghai. To secure the manufacturers’ trophy Por-

sche, which currently has a 59-point advantage, needs this to be at least 44 points at 

the end of the weekend.  

 

Team Principal Andreas Seidl said: “It was a solid first day for us. We were testing 

various set-up options and made some steps in the right direction. Our lap times 

were competitive on single fast laps as well as on long runs. Unfortunately, we lost 

an hour of running time with car number 2 in the first session. Because not all pa-

rameters of the high voltage battery were as expected, we did a precautionary bat-
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tery change. This loss of track time is certainly a disadvantage for these three guys 

and they are not happy with the car’s set-up yet. Now we have to draw the right con-

clusions from today’s results and prepare both cars for tomorrow in the best possible 

way.” 

 

LMP1 qualifying will be held on Saturday from 14:00-14:20 hrs local time. The six-

hour race starts on Sunday at 11:00 hrs (04:00 hrs in central Europe). 

 
Quotes after Free Practice: 
 
Drivers Porsche 919 Hybrid number 1 
Timo Bernhard (35, Germany): “In the second session we had a small problem that 

cost us some 15 minutes, but afterwards we managed to get the most out of the ses-

sion and did a lot of set-up work for the race. We got a better understanding for the 

tyres and got several parameters right in their operational window. The track has im-

proved, but is still very dirty. Again the tyres tend to pick up lots of dirt, which may 

lead to a complex race. We have tried several things and now we have to put togeth-

er all the various parts of the puzzle. I think this has always been a strength of ours.” 

 

Brendon Hartley (26, New Zealand): “In the morning we did longer runs and our lap 

times looked quite promising. In the second session Mark and I did a qualifying simu-

lation, which was also good. Afterwards Timo continued with the race preparations.” 

 

Mark Webber (40, Australia): “We have had a smooth day. The lap time from our 

qualifying simulation obviously looks nice. One minute 44 seconds is a really quick 

lap time here in Shanghai.“ 

 

Drivers Porsche 919 Hybrid number 2 
Romain Dumas (38, France): “The car’s set-up is not the optimum yet, but it is okay 

to drive. To improve traction we can do some more work on the set-up. There’s quite 

some traffic out there, and lap times always depend on where on the lap you get the 
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traffic. Overall I’m quite confident.“ 

 

Neel Jani (32, Switzerland): “We have had a bit of a difficult start to the weekend, 

because we almost didn’t drive in the first free practice session. That meant we had 

to do some sort of emergency programme in terms of race preparation in the second 

session. We want to improve a few things on the car.” 

 

Marc Lieb (36, Ludwigsburg): “Even in the second session I found there was still 

relatively low grip on the track. The tyres show an extreme performance peak here. 

In other words, new ones turn quite quickly into old ones. Because of the time we lost 

in the morning we are behind with our programme, but, other than that, after the bat-

tery change everything was fine.” 

 

All points standings: http://www.fiawec.com/courses/classification.html 

All results: http://fiawec.alkamelsystems.com 

   
Note: Text, photo and video material for the LMP1 programme is free to access at the Porsche Press 

Database on https://presse.porsche.de. The link https://presse.porsche.de/motorsport takes you 

straight to the Motorsport Media Guide. The LMP1 Twitter channel @Porsche_Team provides the 

latest information, photos and video clips live from the race tracks. Further live features are available 

at www.porsche.com/fiawec. Further journalistic content can be found in the Newsroom at  

www.newsroom.porsche.com. Video News can be viewed on www.vimeo.com/porschenewsroom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


