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Qualifying GTE, FIA World Endurance Championship, Round 4, Le Mans (France) 

Six Porsche 911 RSR qualify for the Hyperpole at Le Mans 

Stuttgart. In tomorrow’s Hyperpole, six Porsche 911 RSR in the GTE-Pro and GTE-

Am classes get the chance to fight for the top grid spots for the Le Mans 24-hour race. 

The works team with drivers Kévin Estre from France and Italy’s Gianmaria Bruni 

wrapped up the 60-minute qualifying session on Wednesday evening in positions three 

and six in the fiercely contested GTE-Pro category. The Belgian Dries Vanthoor also 

achieved a spot in the top six with the 911 fielded by the HubAuto Racing customer 

squad and thus gained entry into the shootout on Thursday evening (19 August, from 

9:30 pm CEST). In the GTE-Am class, the identical vehicles campaigned by Dempsey-

Proton Racing, GR Racing and Project 1 finished first, second and fifth.  

 

“The goal was to make it into the Hyperpole with both cars – and we did it,” said a 

pleased Alexander Stehlig, Head of Operations FIA WEC. “We were very efficient with 

the No. 92 car: Kévin needed only one attempt. He immediately planted the Porsche 

up the front and then simply had to wait and see. The sister car also made it into the 

top six. Moreover, I’m thrilled for our GTE-Pro customer team HubAuto Racing and the 

strong squads in the Am-class. Porsche occupies 50% of the Hyperpole spots in the 

GT classes with the 911 RSR. That’s fantastic!”  

 

At the start of the one-hour qualifying session on the storied 13.626-kilometre circuit in 

France, Kévin Estre put in a dazzling performance in the No. 92 car. The local hero set 

a new lap record for GTE cars in 3:46.779 minutes on his very first flying lap. This time 

was then undercut again by two Ferraris. For the race, Estre shares the cockpit of the 

911 RSR with his works driver colleague Neel Jani from Switzerland and Denmark’s 
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Michael Christensen. The Italian Gianmaria Bruni also qualified the second factory-run 

911 RSR for the Hyperpole. His co-drivers for the race this coming weekend are  

Richard Lietz from Austria and Frenchman Frédéric Makowiecki. 

 

The drivers of Porsche’s strong customer team contingent also turned heads. In the 

GTE-Pro class, Dries Vanthoor turned a blistering lap in the second half of the session 

and planted the No. 72 entry from HubAuto Racing on a sensational fifth place. In the 

GTE-Am category, the Porsche Young Professional Julien Andlauer also shone: The 

Frenchman set a new record for the amateur class with Dempsey-Proton Racing’s No. 

88 car in 3:48.620 minutes and landed on P1 with a lead of almost half a second. 

Britain’s Benjamin Barker secured second place in the identical 911 RSR fielded by 

GR Racing. At the very last moment, Italy’s Matteo Cairoli scored fifth with the No. 56 

entry from Project 1. 

 

The race on TV, via live-stream and on the Porsche Motorsport microsite 
The free-TV broadcaster RTL NITRO televises the entire Le Mans event for the first 

time after the RTL Group secured the broadcasting rights for the FIA WEC and the 24 

Hours of Le Mans. The sports channel Eurosport also reports extensively on the 89th 

edition of the classic. Via their paid apps, the World Endurance Championship WEC 

and the Le Mans organiser ACO offer a live stream and live timing.  

 

Porsche Motorsport compiles detailed information on the Porsche 911 RSR, the team, 

the works drivers and the 2021 Le Mans 24-hour race on its website 

https://media.porsche.com/motorsport. This website provides the latest news and 

background stories, images and extensive video features for media multipliers. 

 

Drivers’ comments after the qualifying 
Kévin Estre (Porsche 911 RSR #92): “We wanted to set the pace in the very first lap. 

That worked and was enough for P1 at that moment. We were sure that this time would 

give us entry into the Hyperpole so we stayed in the pits – and things turned out just 

as we’d thought. Third place with a gap of seven-tenths of a second to the fastest is 



Press Release 18 August 2021 
 

Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche Aktiengesellschaft 3 of 5                                             Communications, Sustainability and Politics 
Porscheplatz 1                                                       Motorsport Communications 
70435 Stuttgart                                                       Holger Eckhardt 
                                                       Phone +49 (0)711 911 – 24959 
                                                       holger.eckhardt @porsche.de   

okay for the qualifying session. The lap times are incredibly fast this year: Gimmi’s top 

time from three years ago was beaten by 1.5 seconds. But we’re where we want to be: 

in the Hyperpole. Tomorrow we’ll go for P1.”  

  

Gianmaria Bruni (Porsche 911 RSR #91): “That was a really intense qualifying. Both 

works cars made it into the Hyperpole. Now we have to see what we can do in the 

shootout. Our No. 91 car ran well today, but it’s not yet perfect. We’ll take another close 

look at the data and we hope to extract a little more performance for the Hyperpole.” 

 

Dries Vanthoor (Porsche 911 RSR #72): “We didn’t expect we’d make it into the 

Hyperpole but our team did a great setup job for the qualifying and it went really well. 

The fastest lap wasn’t the best lap of my life, but it was okay – and it was enough to 

get into the Hyperpole. That was our big goal. I’m really excited to see what we can do 

in tomorrow’s shootout.”  

 

Julien Andlauer (Porsche 911 RSR #88): “We didn’t have enough time in the first 

practice session to find a perfect setup for our car. So in the session, we went out on 

used tyres to get a feel for it and to check out how it felt. What can I say? The car was 

simply fantastic! I veered off the track slightly on the first fresh set of tyres, so the first 

lap time was voided. On my second attempt, everything came together perfectly. The 

performance was good but we haven’t yet achieved everything. Tomorrow we’ll go 

max-attack in the Hyperpole!” 

 

Benjamin Barker (Porsche 911 RSR #86): “Second place is great but I don’t attach 

a lot of importance on qualifying for a 24-hour race. In my view, it’s much more 

importance for the car to have excellent balance. That helps us in the race – especially 

when it really matters. Still, I’m pleased with today’s result of course. I think we can go 

even faster. Let’s see if we can do that in the Hyperpole.”  

 

Matteo Cairoli (Porsche 911 RSR #56): “That was the toughest qualifying in my life 

so far! The pressure intensifies as the session progresses. On my flying lap, I kept 
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running into slower traffic just before the finish line. I never got a really free run. I just 

scraped into the top six shortly before the end of the session. I’m really pleased about 

that. Tomorrow is another day and we’ll do our very best again.” 

 

Qualifying result 
GTE-Pro class 
1. Serra/Molina/Bird (BR/E/GB), AF Corse, Ferrari 488 GTE #52, 3:46,011 minutes 

2. Calado/Pier Guidi/Ledogar (GB/I/F), AF Corse, Ferrari 488 GTE #51, 3:46,581 

minutes 

3. Estre/Jani/Christensen (F/CH/DK), Porsche GT Team, Porsche 911 RSR #92, 

3:46.779 minutes 

5. Martin/Parente/D. Vanthoor (B/P/B), HubAuto Racing, Porsche 911 RSR #72, 

3:47.599 minutes 

6. Lietz/Bruni/Makowiecki (A/I/F), Porsche GT Team, Porsche 911 RSR #91, 

3:47.624 minutes 

7. MacNeil/Bamber/L. Vanthoor (USA/NZ/B), WeatherTech Racing, Porsche 911 

RSR #79, 3:47.682 minutes 

 

GTE-Am class 
1. Andlauer/Bastien/Arnold (F/USA/D), Dempsey-Proton Racing, Porsche 911 RSR 

#88, 3:48.620 minutes 

2. Wainwright/Barker/Gamble (GB/GB/GB), GR Racing, Porsche 911 RSR #86, 

3:49.100 minutes 

3. Lacorte/Sernagiotto/Fuoco (I/I/I), Cetilar Racing, Ferrari 488 GTE #47, 3:49,102 

minutes 

5. Perfetti/Cairoli/Pera (N/I/I), Team Project 1, Porsche 911 RSR #56, 3:49.608 

minutes 

9. Inthraphuvasak/Latorre/Tincknell (T/F/GB), Proton Competition, Porsche 911 RSR 

#99, 3:49,788 minutes 

12. Ried/Campbell/Evans (D/AUS/NZ), Dempsey-Proton Racing, Porsche 911 RSR 

#77; 3:49.913 minutes 
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13. Haryanto/Picariello/Seefried (RI/B/D), Absolute Racing, Porsche 911 RSR #18, 

3:50.016 minutes 

20. Olsen/Buchardt/Foley (N/N/USA), Team Project 1, Porsche 911 RSR #46, 

3:51.411 minutes 

23. Renauer/Ineichen/Bohn (D/CH/D), Herberth Motorsport, Porsche 911 RSR #69, 

3:52.960 minutes 

 

Full results and points standings: fiawec.alkamelsystems.com  

 

 
Further information, film and photo material in the Porsche Newsroom: newsroom.porsche.com.  
The Twitter channel @PorscheRaces provides live updates from Porsche Motorsport with the latest 
information and photos from racetracks around the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


