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LMP1 race FIA World Endurance Championship in Bahrain, Round 9 (Final), Sakhir 

Three time Le Mans winners bid a fond farewell to the WEC! 
 

Stuttgart. With two podium finishes at the last round in Bahrain, the Porsche LMP 

Team bid a fond farewell to the FIA World Endurance Championship. Drivers Earl 

Bamber (NZ), Timo Bernhard (DE) and Brendon Hartley (NZ), who were crowned 

world champions two weeks ago, finished second in what was an incident filled and 

highly emotional 2017 finale. This year’s Le Mans winners dropped behind after an 

early incident but impressively fought back. The sister car, shared by Neel Jani (CH), 

André Lotterer (DE) and Nick Tandy (GB) started from pole position but also suffered 

a set-back after a collision and a subsequent penalty. Lotterer clocked the fastest 

race lap and finished in third position after six hours of racing. Toyota won the night 

race. 

 

With this race, that was green flagged by Matthias Müller, Chairman of the Executive 

Board of Volkswagen AG, one of the most successful chapters of Porsche’s motor-

sport history comes to an end. From 2015 to date, the Porsche LMP Team took three 

consecutive Le Mans outright victories plus three successive manufacturers’ world 

championship titles while Porsche 919 Hybrid drivers won the drivers’ world champi-

onship title on three occasions. Since the 919’s debut in 2014, the tally from 34 races 

is 17 wins with seven of them being one-two victories. Furthermore 20 pole positions 

and 13 fastest race laps were achieved. 

 

Oliver Blume, Chairman of the Executive Board of Porsche AG: “No other Por-

sche team has ever managed three Le Mans outright victories in a row but this squad 
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achieved it. I thank them very much for this. I’m extremely proud of every single team 

member. They have mastered a mammoth task with hard work, consistency and the 

right approach. To me this represents the Porsche spirit that our brand stands for 

spanning almost 70 years. Now the team of Fritz Enzinger and Andreas Seidl face its 

new challenge: to enter Formula E for season number six at the end of 2019.” 

 
Michael Steiner, Board Member for Research and Development at Porsche AG: 
“An era comes to an end with the last race entry of the Porsche 919 Hybrid. We have 

often shown in our company’s history that inventiveness, experience and courage 

can make a highly complex and successful race car. The 919 achieved almost every-

thing possible in its four years and demonstrated the predominance of hybrid power. 

The combination from a highly efficient combustion engine and a powerful electric 

drive reached a new level with the 919 Hybrid. We consequently follow this path with 

our road sports cars.” 

 

How the race went for car number 1: 
Start driver Neel Jani – who just like Timo Bernhard did all four Le Mans starts for the 

team as well – stays in front of the Toyotas on the first lap and also at the restart after 

a safety car period at the end of lap 5. But on lap 19 he cannot hold the number 8 

Toyota anymore and on lap 20 he also gets passed by the number 7 Toyota. After 30 

laps Jani comes in for refuelling, currently third in the race. He continues in P2 be-

cause the number 7 Toyota changes driver and tyres but gets passed again by that 

car on lap 48 due to its fresher tyres. Still in P3, Jani hands over the car to Nick Tan-

dy after 61 laps. The Brit refuels after 92 laps, jumping the number 7 Toyota who pit-

ted for a full service. Still in P2, he stops for fuel again after 124 laps, refraining from 

a tyre change and takes the lead. But only six laps later, a collision when lapping a 

slower car causes a front left puncture. Tandy limps to the pits, the car’s front end 

gets changed and André Lotterer jumps in with 131 laps completed. After 161 laps, 

he serves a stop and go penalty for Tandy’s collision and after 162 laps, stops for 

fuel and a tyre change. Near the end of the race on lap 193, Lotterer has his final 
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splash and dash before he brings the car home – one lap down to the leader – when 

the Toyota takes the chequered flag after 199 laps. 

 

How the race went for car number 2: 
Timo Bernhard improves from third to second at the start but on lap three runs over a 

bollard that lies on track. The bollard gets stuck underneath the car but was not obvi-

ous during the safety car period. At the end of lap seven, Bernhard pits to get the 

bollard removed and the nose changed, taking on fuel as well. He loses almost one 

lap. After 37 laps, running fourth, he hands over to Brendon Hartley. He refuels after 

68 laps, still in P4. During a “Full Course Yellow” at the end of lap 96 he hands over 

the car to Earl Bamber who gets fresh tyres and improves to P3 because the number 

7 Toyota is being repaired after a collision. He refuels after 127 laps and continues in 

P3. With 150 race laps completed, Bernhard gets back into the car. He refuels after 

177 laps for the last time. The driver who did the initial laps with the very first test 

chassis of the Porsche 919 Hybrid back in 2013 also covers the last miles. One lap 

down to the race winner, he comes home in second place. 

 

Quotes after the race 
 

Fritz Enzinger, Vice President LMP1: “Today a very successful era comes to an 

end and this is the right time to say thank you. Foremost I want to thank the Board 

who had the faith to give me the project, supported me a lot and always gave me the 

feeling I was the right choice. Personally, I was only convinced about this when we 

took our first race win in São Paulo back in 2014. Thanks to all our drivers who took 

every chance and delivered the highest performance. Finally, it was 17 wins in 34 

races. Thanks to everybody in the team for their relentless work and euphoria for the 

project. There was nothing I enjoyed more than seeing the instinct to win in their eyes 

on race days! Today is also the right time to pay my gratitude to our Team Principal 

Andreas Seidl: For the last two years, Andreas mastered the dual role of Team Prin-

cipal and Technical Director in a superior manner with the first 919 that was devel-

oped under his guidance winning the world championship. And finally: It is great a 
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company like Porsche exists. If I had to put the six years I’m with Porsche in one sen-

tence it would be: I was allowed to live my dream. Thanks for the project and thanks 

for the freedom of scope.” 

 

Andreas Seidl, Team Principal: “Over the past four seasons, Toyota has been an 

incredible competitor, and I congratulate them on today's victory. Thanks to the whole 

team here and in Weissach, to our drivers and partners for four sensational years. 

This definitely was the last race for the 919 Hybrid. We are very proud of the success 

we were able to achieve with this technology driven car. Next year we will celebrate 

these innovations with some very special events. But these details will be unveiled at 

a later date. “ 

 

Drivers Porsche 919 Hybrid car number 1: 
Neel Jani (33, Switzerland): “The start was good and at the beginning we could 

more or less match the pace of the Toyotas. But as soon as we were in traffic, they 

just had this little bit more than us and over the distance we had to let them go. I real-

ly, really enjoyed playing with the boost today and all of the tactics for the last time. I 

was very aware that we were doing everything for the last time. It has been an amaz-

ing journey to be part of such a big project with so many great people.” 

 

André Lotterer (35, Germany): “I had a smooth stint. The 919 was good and I really 

enjoyed driving it today. I had one little issue lapping an LMP2 causing me to lock-up 

which resulted in big flat spots on my tyres towards the end. It's a shame we had 

contact earlier in the race but bad luck has been the story of our car's season. I’m 

very happy that I was able to do 50 WEC races and drove these amazing cars. The 

919 has been a very successful car and I've enjoyed the season racing with Por-

sche.”  

 

Nick Tandy (33, Great Britain): “I enjoyed the race. It was good fighting and we 

were all pushing really hard. We got ambitious and tried to do a triple stint on one set 

of tyres, it all looked good. Unfortunately I had contact with another car in the middle 
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of the race. A clear misunderstanding that ended with punctures for both cars which 

set us back. This, plus the penalty, were tough ones to take but we gave our best in 

the race. We knew we had to do everything possible to take the fight to Toyota today. 

It was a pleasure to drive with Neel and André over this season and to be part of this 

team.” 

 

Drivers Porsche 919 Hybrid car number 2 

Earl Bamber (27, New Zealand): “We were on the back foot after Timo unluckily had 

to make an early pit-stop. But we never gave up, kept things clean and I personally 

didn't have any problems during my stints. I just ticked the laps off and enjoyed my 

time in this monster for the last time. It was a real pleasure today as it has been for 

me throughout the 919 programme. Porsche came up with the crazy idea of putting a 

little guy from the Carrera Cup in the 919 Hybrid for Le Mans. So, I must thank every-

one at Porsche who believed in the pyramid system which gave me that opportunity. 

Everyone at Weissach worked so hard throughout the programme. It has been an 

honour to drive for Porsche at the highest level of motorsport. Congratulations must 

also go to Toyota on a great win today - they really raised their game over the past 

couple of races.” 
 

Timo Bernhard (36, Germany): “I had a good start, got past one Toyota and kept up 

with Neel. But then unfortunately I picked up that bollard and the extra stop dropped 

us far behind. That was a real shame. But the race result is secondary today. It is the 

end of great era. I’m honoured having been part of this programme from the very be-

ginning until the last lap. A great crew, great people and great team mates. I will miss 

them. This programme definitely is the highlight of my career.” 

 

Brendon Hartley (28, New Zealand): “We were out of contention early on today. 

Timo having to pit early in the race was really unlucky and to hit this bollard in the 

middle of the road wasn’t his fault at all. It put us on the back foot but we fought until 

the chequered flag with the stints going pretty smoothly. It is good to have both cars 
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on the podium today but it is mixed emotions. I’m honoured having been part of this 

programme and I will miss it.” 

 

All scores: http://www.fiawec.com/en/season/result 

All results: http://fiawec.alkamelsystems.com 
 

Note: At https://presse.porsche.de text, image and video material on the LMP1 programme is freely 

accessible. The link https://presskit.porsche.de/motorsport/en/mediaguide/index.html takes you 

straight to the Porsche Motorsport Media Guide. The LMP1 twitter feed @Porsche_Team broadcasts 

information, photos and video material live from the race track. Further live features from the races are 

available at www.porsche.com/fiawec. For further press content, please visit the Newsroom at 

www.newsroom.porsche.com. Video news is available at www.vimeo.com/porschenewsroom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


