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24  Hours  of  Le  Mans,  LMP1  –  after  20  hours  

Porsche  and  Toyota  battle  for  seconds  in  Le  Mans  
  

Stuttgart.  The  thrilling  fight  for  the  win  at  Le  Mans  between  Toyota  and  Porsche  
has   gone   on   for   hours,  with   the   final   stages   of   the   24-­Hours   race   approaching.  

Until   shortly  before  11:00  hrs   the  number  2  Porsche  919  Hybrid  with  Marc  Lieb  

(DE)   at   the   wheel   was   leading,   just   now   Toyota   has   gone   back   into   P1   again.  

Lieb   shares   his   662   kW   (900  PS)   Le  Mans   prototype  with  Romain  Dumas   (FR)  

and  Neel  Jani  (CH).  The  trio  had  started  from  pole  position.  After  a  lot  of  bravery,  

but  many  laps  behind  due  to  a  long  night  stop  for  repairs,  the  number  1  sister  car  

of  Timo  Bernhard  (DE),  Brendon  Hartley  (NZ)  and  Mark  Webber  (AU)  ranks  23rd  

overall.      

  

How  the  race  has  gone  for  Porsche  since  the  early  morning:  
Lieb  began  his  quadruple  stint  with  the  number  2  car  at  03:38  hrs  after  197  laps.  

In  the  fight  for  the  lead  he  refuelled  after  210  laps,  lost  some  time  when  he  had  to  

come  in  early  after  215  laps  because  of  a  puncture,  refuelled  again  after  228  laps  

and  handed   the  car  over  after  241   laps  at  06:14  hrs   to  Dumas.  The  Frenchman  

jumped  in  for  only  ten  laps  and  remained  on  Lieb’s  tyres.  This  strategy  was  relat-­

ed  to  driving  time  as  well  as  to  a  yellow  zone  period.  Jani  took  over  after  251  laps  

at  06:50  hrs.  This  time  of  the  day  witnessed  a  lot  of  incidents  on  track  and  anoth-­

er   safety   car   period.   Jani   refuelled   after   265   laps.  Due   to   tyre   performance,   he  

handed  over  the  car  that  was  leading  every  so  often  to  Lieb  again  after  278  laps  

at  08:42  hrs.  Lieb  refuelled  after  291,  304  and  317  laps.  
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The   number   1  Porsche   kept   catching   up   after   its   long   nightly   break   for   repairs,  

which  had  dropped  it  39  laps  behind  the  leading  cars.  From  04:13  hrs  on  Webber  

took   the  early  morning  shift.  He  refuelled  after  181  and  195   laps.  After  208   laps  

and  at  06:33  hrs  Bernhard  got  behind   the  wheel  again   for  a  quadruple  stint.  He  

came   in   for   fuel   after   221,   235   and   248   laps.   Hartley   took   over   again   on   fresh  

slicks  in  what  was  bright  sunshine  after  259  laps  at  09:49  hrs.  He  picked  up  fuel  

after  272  laps.  

  

Timo  Bernhard  (35,  Germany):    
(9  races:  overall  victory  2010,  overall  second  2015,  class  victory  GT  2002)  

“At  Porsche,  we   just  never  give  up,   that’s   for   sure.  Also  we  are  still   fighting   for  
points  for  the  manufacturers’  world  championship.  We  can  go  at  the  speed  of  the  

three  leading  cars  and  do  a  good  race  here,  but  we  will  not  get  a  reasonable  re-­

sult  from  this.  I’m  very  sorry  for  Mark,  Brendon  and  the  entire  car-­crew.  This  year  

is  really  hard  for  us,  but  we  will  come  back.  A  Le  Mans  victory  with  Porsche  is  a  

must.”  

  

Mark  Webber  (39,  Australia):    
(4  participations:  overall  second  in  2015,  not  racing  in  1998  and  1999)  

“My  stints  were  okay  with  a  good  pace.  We  are  obviously  on  a  different  mind  set  now,  

because   driving   round   39   laps   behind   is   not   the   nicest   feeling.  But   Le  Mans   2016  

means   it   is  still  hard  work   for   the  mechanics,   for  Timo  and  Brendon  and  everybody  

back  in  Weissach.  We  just  want  to  make  everybody  proud  by  not  giving  up.”    

  

Romain  Dumas  (38,  France):    
(15  races:  overall  victory  2010,  3rd  place  overall  2007,  5th  place  overall  2015,  class  victory  GTE  2013)  

“I   had   a   short   ten-­lap   stint   for   which   I   had   to   use  Marc’s   tyres.   Because   of   his  

puncture  he  was  in  the  car  a  very  long  time  and  you  have  to  take  care  of  driving  

time.  It  was  a  good  driver  change,  we  managed  it  during  the  refuelling  time.  Then  

we  were  in  P2,  but  lost  some  time  again  when  we  had  to  change  tyres  and  add  oil  

at  the  next  stop.”  
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Neel  Jani  (32,  Switzerland):    
(7  races:  qualifying  record  lap  and  5th  place  overall  2015)  

“My   double   stint   in   the   morning   wasn’t   really   easy   because   of   traffic   and   yellow  

zones.  I  think  for  the  race  strategists  this  battle  for  victory  here  is  quite  a  challenge.”  

  

Marc  Lieb  (35,  Germany):    
(10  races:  5th  place  overall  2015,  class  victories  GTE  2013,  GT2  2010,  GT  2005)  

“At  night  I  had  a  good  drive.  There  were  relatively  few  slow  zones  and  the  car  felt  ex-­

cellent   with   the   softer   tyres.   With   one   set,   unfortunately,   I   had   a   puncture,   which  

again  cost  time.  But  other  than  that,  the  night  stint  was  good.”  

  

Media  Service:  
•   Live  communication  from  the  pit  on  Twitter  @Porsche_Team.  

•   To  receive  press  releases  and  photographic  material  automatically,  to  access  

the   archives   and   to   download   video   material,   please   register   at:  

https://presse.porsche.de  

•   At   https://presse.porsche.de/motorsport   the   new   Porsche   Motorsport   Media  

Guide  is  available.  

•   Videos  can  be  found  on  the  Porsche  channels  on  Vimeo  and  YouTube.  

•   www.newsroom.porsche  bundles  the  latest  press  releases  and  background  in-­

formation  and  is  accessible  without  registration.      

•   The  official  WEC  App  can  be  downloaded  free  of  charge  in  its  basic  version  

and  can  be  extended  (not  free  of  charge)  by  a  live  stream.  Several  live  fea-­

tures,  such  as  on-­board  cameras,  timing  and  GPS  tracking,  are  implemented  

in  the  Porsche  Motorsport  App  (free  of  charge).  

•   On  the  Web  current  information  is  available  from  www.fiawec.com  an  

www.24h-­lemans.com.  Further  interesting  information  about  Porsche  Motor-­

sport  waits  at  Porsche.com/FutureSportscar.  

  
  

  


