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GT – Qualifying: World Endurance Championship WEC, Round 8, Shanghai/China 

Porsche 911 RSR again on the first grid row 

Stuttgart. The Porsche 911 RSR tackles Sunday’s six-hour race at the Shanghai 

International Circuit from the first grid row. In qualifying for the penultimate round of 

the Sports Car World Endurance Championship WEC, Michael Christensen 

(Denmark) and Kévin Estre (France) clocked the second quickest time in the GTE-

Pro class with the 510 hp racer with the starting number 92. On the 5.541-kilometre 

Grand Prix circuit on the outskirts of the Chinese economic metropolis, the pair 

narrowly missed out on posting their second pole position of the season after the 

Nürburgring by just two-tenths of a second. Setting the seventh fastest time in the 

second 911 RSR (#91) fielded by the Porsche GT Team, Richard Lietz (Austria) and 

Frédéric Makowiecki (France) face a pursuit race. Recently in Fuji, the two started 

from pole position.  

 

In the GTE-Am class, a 911 RSR also takes up the race from the first grid row. The 

Porsche customer team, Dempsey Proton Racing, with the leaders of the FIA 

Endurance Trophy, Matteo Cairoli (Italy), Christian Ried and Marvin Dienst (both 

Germany), repeated their Fuji qualifying result and clinched the second grid spot. In 

this category, Porsche customer squads field 2015-spec 911 RSR.  

 

The race starts on Sunday at 11.00 hrs local time (04.00 hrs CEST). The complete 

race can be viewed free-of-charge via live streaming from 03.30 to 10.30 hours on 

www.sport1.de, as well as on pay-TV on Motorsport.TV from 03.45 to 10.15 hrs. 

The TV channel Sport 1 televises a live broadcast from 06.00 to 08.00 hrs as well as 

the finish at 10.30 hrs. Eurosport telecasts live from 08.30 to 10.15 hrs. The FIA 
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WEC app is free in its basic version, and offers live streaming of the complete race 

as well as the time-keeping for a fee.  

 

Qualifying quotes 
Dr. Frank-Steffen Wallser, Vice President Motorsport and GT Cars: “That was 

another tough fight for the pole. Michael turned a perfect lap with the number 92 car, 

and Kévin brought it safely home. We’re very pleased with the first grid row and we’re 

feeling confident for the race. It’s a shame that Fred’s fastest lap with #91 was 

discounted. The championship is also still wide open in the GTE-Am class. The 

drivers and the crew from Dempsey Proton Racing are in contention for the title and 

they have to take as many points as possible from Shanghai to the season finale in 

Bahrain. Everything is possible from second on the grid.” 

Michael Christensen (911 RSR #92): “That was an almost perfect lap without any 

mistakes. I managed to get the tyres precisely at their peak. That’s why I came in 

immediately afterwards, because it wouldn’t have been possible to turn a faster lap.” 

Kévin Estre (911 RSR #92): “Michael drove a fantastic lap. Unfortunately mine 

wasn’t perfect. A Ferrari got in my way as it exited the pit lane and that cost me two 

to three tenths. In the race, we want to try to take the lead at the start. In doing this, 

we should also be far up the front at the end.” 

Richard Lietz (911 RSR #91): “It was actually a good lap. I was very happy with our 

911 RSR. It’s not the best starting position, but we have six hours to work our way up 

the field in the race.” 

Frédéric Makowiecki (911 RSR #91): “I made a mistake in my first fast lap. I was 

too far over the edge and my lap was discarded. So I had to try again, but the tyres 

were past their peak. Still, we have a good car for the race. That’s why I’m confident 

– even though overtaking will be very difficult for us on this track.” 
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Qualifying result 
GTE-Pro class 
1. Thiim/Soerensen (DK/DK), Aston Martin, 1:59.697 minutes 

2. Christensen/Estre (DK/F), Porsche 911 RSR, + 0.219 seconds 

3. Calado/PierGuidi (I/I), Ferrari 488 GTE, + 0.550 

4. Priaulx/Tincknell (GB/GB), Ford GT, + 0.602  

5. Mücke/Pla (D/F), Ford GT, + 0.635 

6. Rigon/Bird (I/GB), Ferrari 488 GTE, + 1.057 

7. Lietz/Makowiecki (A/F), Porsche 911 RSR, + 1.086 

8. Turner/Adam (GB/GB), Aston Martin, + 1.474 

 

GTE-Am class 

1. Dalla Lana/Lamy/Lauda (CAN/P/A), Aston Martin, 2:02.357 minutes 

2. Ried/Cairoli/Dienst (D/I/D), Porsche 911 RSR, + 0.408 seconds 

3. Flohr/Castellacci/Molina (CH/I/E), Ferrari 488 GTE, + 0.735 

4. Mok/Sawa/Griffin (MYS/J/IRL), Ferrari 488 GTE, + 1.230 

5. Barker/Foster/Al Qubaisi (USA/GB/UAE), Porsche 911 RSR, + 14.673 

 
 
Please note: Photos and videos of the Sports Car World Endurance Championship WEC are available 
for journalists from the Porsche Press Database on https://presse.porsche.de. The Twitter channel 
@PorscheRaces provides live updates with the latest information and photos from race tracks around 
the world. The 2017 digital Motorsport Media Guide is available on 
https://presse.porsche.de/motorsport. Porsche Communication provides an innovative service for 
journalists, bloggers and online multipliers under www.newsroom.porsche.com.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


