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IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship, Race 8 at Elkhart Lake/USA 

Porsche 911 RSR second in a heart-stopping finale 

Stuttgart. The new Porsche 911 RSR continues on the road to success in the IMSA 

SportsCar Championship. A fortnight after its maiden victory at Lime Rock, the 510 

hp racer from Weissach clinched second in the GTLM class in a heart-stopping finale 

on the legendary Road America racetrack. After the 2:40-hour race on the 6.515-

kilometre circuit close to Elkhart Lake in the US state of Wisconsin, Laurens 

Vanthoor (Belgium) and Gianmaria Bruni (Italy) were a mere six-tenths of a second 

off claiming victory. The pair also scored second at Porsche’s double victory at Lime 

Rock recently. Their team colleagues and the winners of the Lime Rock race, Patrick 

Pilet (France) and Dirk Werner (Germany), lost ground after a collision in the final 

phase and ultimately had to settle for eighth. The Porsche GT Team fields the 911 

RSR which was developed from scratch specifically for this season on the basis of 

the high-performance 911 GT3 RS sports car. 

 

At the wheel of the #912 Porsche 911 RSR, Gianmaria Bruni initially managed to ad-

vance from fourth to third place. In his slipstream, Patrick Pilet even overtook two 

competitors in the #911 racer. The two held on to these positions until the first round 

of pit stops. For Porsche, the race remained rather unspectacular – until the last 

hour. Laurens Vanthoor, Gianmaria Bruni’s teammate, made the most of the short pit 

stop to snatch the lead. However, when the race went green after a safety car phase, 

he veered too wide and had to let the Ford past. In a gripping finale, he pulled out all 

stops and tried everything to reclaim the lead, but was ultimately pipped at the flag. 

For Dirk Werner, who took over from Patrick Pilet, the restart was even more dra-
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matic: After falling victim to an accident involving a Corvette, he ended up in the 

gravel and was robbed of a good result.  

 

In the GTD class, in which Porsche customer teams field the 500 hp 911 GT3 R, 

Porsche works driver Jörg Bergmeister (Germany) occupied second place. Two 

weeks ago at Lime Rock (USA), he celebrated his first win of the season with Patrick 

Lindsey (USA) driving for Park Place Motorsports.  

 

Round nine of the IMSA SportsCar Championship will be contested on 27 August at 

the Virginia International Raceway in Danville in the US State of Virginia. 

  
Comments on the race 
Dr Michael Steiner, Board Member for Research and Development Porsche AG: 

“The Porsche GT Team missed out on clinching the second straight win by a fraction 

of a second on this fantastic racetrack. But once again, everyone put in a strong 

team effort. The IMSA SportsCar Championship is a blue ribbon sports car series. 

Fans witness gripping and fiercely contested races, especially in the GT categories. I 

found it interesting to follow the tremendous teamwork from the pits during the quali-

fying session.” 

Marco Ujhasi, Director GT Factory Motorsports: “We kept improving over the whole 

race weekend. During practice we saw that we couldn’t match the pace of the fastest 

over a lap. So we concentrated on preparing for the race. That paid off. In the race 

we were up with the play until the end and we were in a position to fight for victory. 

Unfortunately it wasn’t quite enough. Still, we’re very pleased with the progress we’ve 

made over the weekend. It’s a shame that our number 911 racer was virtually kicked 

out of contention in a collision in the first corner after the restart. This cost us a lot of 

championship points. This car, too, was totally competitive today. We’ll be taking a lot 

of positive insights with us to the next round in Virginia. Until then, we’ll focus on the 

things that still need working on.” 

Laurens Vanthoor (911 RSR #912): “What a rollercoaster race. We came into the 

pits earlier than scheduled prior to a caution phase, because we suspected we had a 
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tyre problem, and that cost us the lead. We definitely had some luck on our side 

because there was nothing wrong with the tyres. After the restart, I wanted to 

overtake a slower GTD vehicle but he blocked me and that led to a mistake. It’s 

annoying to lose the lead and possibly even victory because of this, but such things 

happen. Nevertheless, finishing second on this tricky circuit is a good result.” 

Gianmaria Bruni (911 RSR #912): “That was a really tough race. I got away well at 

the start but the Ford managed to overtake me in corner three. The team had worked 

out a great strategy, which Laurens implemented almost perfectly after the pit stop. 

Right up until shortly before the finish I thought we might win. But second place is a 

great result and a good motivation for the remaining races of the season.” 

Patrick Pilet (911 RSR #911): “Our 911 RSR ran brilliantly again today, and the 

team provided great support. Unfortunately it just wasn’t our race. It’s a pity, because 

we were actually good enough to win at Road America, too, but we just couldn’t do it. 

Now we’ll try again in Virginia.” 

Dirk Werner (911 RSR #911): “In the closing phase of the race we still had every 

chance open to us. After the final round of pit stops I was running in fifth and I wanted 

to overtake the Corvette in front of me after the safety car phase. But, while braking, 

he pulled to the left in the last moment and forced me into the gravel trap. He was 

given a penalty, but that didn’t do us any good. I’m pleased for our team colleagues 

in the #912 car and I hope that we can make more out of our good possibilities in 

Virginia.” 

Jörg Bergmeister (911 GT3 R #73): “We had the speed over the entire weekend. 

The 911 GT3 R felt really good and Patrick drove a strong race. I had just overtaken 

an Acura and was running second when I had to pit with a puncture. Basically, that 

should have been the end of my race. But luckily the safety car came out again short-

ly afterwards, and our pit stop was super short compared to the competition because 

we’d only just refuelled. This put me back in second place.” 
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Race result 
GTLM class 
1. Hand/Müller (USA/D), Ford GT, 69 laps 

2. Vanthoor/Bruni (B/I), Porsche 911 RSR, 69 

3. Westbrook/Briscoe (GB/USA), Ford GT, 69 

4. Garcia/Magnussen (E/DK), Corvette, 69 

5. Gavin/Milner (GB/USA), Corvette, 69 

6. Auberlen/Sims (USA/GB), BMW M6, 69 

7. Edwards/Tomczyk (USA/D), BMW M6, 67 

8. Pilet/Werner (F/D), Porsche 911 RSR, 55 

 

GTD class 
1. Klingmann/Krohn (D/SF), BMW M6, 68 laps 

2. Bergmeister/Lindsey (D/USA), Porsche 911 GT3 R, 68 

3. Davis/Aschenbach (USA/USA), Audi R8, 68 

7. Braun/Bennett (USA/USA), Porsche 911 GT3 R, 67 

9. MacNeil/Jeannette (USA/USA), Porsche 911 GT3 R, 67 

11. De Quesada/Morad (USA/USA), Porsche 911 GT3 R, 66 

 

All results and points’ standings of the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship 

can be found on the Internet: results.imsa.com. 

 

The new 911 RSR 
 

The new Porsche 911 RSR, which was designed and built by Porsche Motorsport in 

Weissach, is based on the seventh generation of the iconic 911 sports car and is the 

most spectacular Porsche 911 of all time. It celebrated its race debut in January 2017 

at the 24 Hours of Daytona in the USA. The 510 hp race car is a totally new devel-

opment. With the predecessor model, Porsche won the GT championship titles for 

manufacturers, drivers and teams in both the Sports Car World Endurance Champi-

onship and the IMSA SportsCar Championship in 2015.  
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In designing the new 911 RSR, the entire concept of the vehicle was revamped from 

scratch. Moving the engine to sit in front of the rear axle created space for a massive 

rear diffuser, which generates significantly more downforce. At the same time, weight 

distribution could be further optimised, which also helps reduce tyre wear. The engi-

neers at Weissach began with the development of the new 911 RSR back in early 

2015. The rollout – that’s the first time the vehicle goes out on a racetrack – took 

place in March 2016 on the Porsche test track at the Weissach R&D Centre. On this 

occasion, the GT works drivers who were involved in the development from an early 

stage got the chance to drive the first kilometres with the new 911 RSR.  

 

The highlight of the test phase was a 50-hour long-run at Sebring. Even before its 

first race, the 911 RSR proved to be reliable. The test on the bumpy Florida race-

track, famous for the extreme challenges it throws at man and machine, ran without 

any major problems. And when the new 911 RSR went racing, it immediately proved 

competitive. At the long distance classics of Daytona and Sebring, it impressed with 

strong performances. Until then, Porsche Motorsport had completed over 45,000 test 

kilometres on various racetracks – more than in the development of any other Por-

sche GT racer.  

 
 
The IMSA SportsCar Championship 
The IMSA SportsCar Championship is a sports car race series contested in the USA 

and Canada, which was run in 2014 for the first time. The series was formed from the 

merger of the American Le Mans Series and the Grand-Am Series. Sports prototypes 

and sports cars start in four different classes: GTLM (GT Le Mans), GTD (GT Dayto-

na), P (Prototype) and PC (Prototype Challenge). The new Porsche 911 RSR runs in 

the GTLM class, with the Porsche 911 GT3 R contesting the GTD class. 
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The 2018 race calendar 
At the race in Elkhart Lake, the 2018 IMSA SportsCar Championship calendar with 
twelve races was announced: 

27/28 January 24 Hours of Daytona, Daytona/Florida (GTLM, GTD, P)* 

17 March  12 Hours of Sebring, Sebring/Florida (GTLM, GTD, P)* 

14 April  Long Beach/California (GTLM/P) 

6 May   Mid-Ohio/Ohio (GTLM, GTD/P) 

2 June  Detroit/Michigan (GTD, P) 

1 July   Watkins Glen/New York (GTLM, GTD, P)* 

8 July   Bowmanville/Ontario, Canada (GTLM, GTD, P) 

21 July  Lime Rock/Connecticut (GTLM, GTD) 

5 August  Road America, Elkhart Lake/Wisconsin (GTLM, GTD, P) 

19 August  Danville/Virginia (GTLM, GTD) 

9 September  Laguna Seca/California (GTLM, GTD, P) 
13 October  Road Atlanta, Braselton/Georgia (GTLM, GTD, P)* 

* These races count toward the North American Endurance Cup. 

 
 
Please note: Photos and videos of the IMSA SportsCar Championship are available for journalists 
from the Porsche Press Database on https://presse.porsche.de. The Twitter channel 
@PorscheRaces provides live updates with the latest information and photos from race tracks around 
the world. The 2017 digital Motorsport Media Guide is available on 
https://presse.porsche.de/motorsport. Porsche Communication provides an innovative service for 
journalists, bloggers and online multipliers under www.newsroom.porsche.com.  
 
911 GT3 RS: Fuel consumption combined 12.7 l/100 km; urban 19.2 l/100 km; extra urban 8.9 l/100 
km; CO2 emissions 296 g/km; efficiency class (Germany): G 
 
 
 
 

 

 


