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IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship, round 3 in Long Beach, USA

Two new 911 RSR tackle the shortest race of the season

Stuttgart. With the long distance classics of Daytona and Sebring ticked off, next up
is the shortest race on IMSA SportsCar Championship calendar on 8 April: Round
three on the fully walled and fenced street circuit in Long Beach, California, is over in
just 100 minutes. Set against a postcard-perfect backdrop of sun, sea and palms, the
Porsche GT Team fields two new 911 RSR in the particularly cutthroat GTLM class.
Four Porsche customer teams take on the GTD class with the Daytona-winning Por-
sche 911 GT3 R.

The race

The race in the harbour region of Long Beach, where the pits are just a stone’s throw
away from where the docked ocean-liner giant “Queen Mary” lies anchored, is a high-
light of the season. Another very popular US series, IndyCar, is also contested on the
3.167-kilometre street circuit on the same weekend. This race is regarded as Ameri-
ca’s equivalent to the Monaco Grand Prix and attracts many celebrities from nearby

Hollywood.

The Porsche drivers

Four works drivers tackle the GTLM class with the new Porsche 911 RSR cam-
paigned by the Porsche GT Team. The number 911 cockpit is shared by Patrick Pilet
(France) and Dirk Werner (Germany), who kicked off the season with second place
at Daytona. Laurens Vanthoor (Belgium) and Kévin Estre (France) take on the oppo-
sition in the #912 car. In the GTD class, three works drivers compete for Porsche
customer teams with the 911 GT3 R: Jorg Bergmeister (Germany) for Park Place
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Motorsports, Daytona winner Michael Christensen (Denmark) for Alegra Motorsports
and Wolf Henzler (Germany) for TRG. CORE Autosports will run another 911 GT3 R.

The Porsche vehicles

The Long Beach round marks only the third race for the 100-percent newly devel-
oped 911 RSR. Depending on the size of the restrictor, the motor, which is now posi-
tioned in front of the rear axle, puts out around 375 kW (510 hp). Thanks to the par-
ticularly large rear diffuser combined with a top-mounted rear wing, the level of down-
force and the aerodynamic efficiency were significantly improved. The 911 GT3 R,
mounted with the new ultra-modern, four-litre, flat-six engine with direct fuel injection,
started into its second season with a GTD class win at Daytona. Porsche had de-
signed the more than 368 kW (500 hp) customer sports racer for worldwide GT3 se-
ries on the basis of the 911 GT3 RS production sports car.

The schedule
The race takes off on Saturday, 8 April, at 13.05 hrs local time (22.05 hrs CEST).
Outside the USA, the race can be seen live on www.imsa.com.

Pre-race quotes

Dr Frank-Steffen Walliser, Head of Porsche Motorsport: “The opening phase of the
IMSA SportsCar Championship throws everything at us: First the long-distance clas-
sics of Daytona and Sebring, then the shortest race of the season — they could hardly
be more diverse. The very aspect that challenges the drivers and teams is what adds
extra thrills and excites the spectators. After the two season-opening races in Florida,
we're now looking forward to showcasing our new 911 RSR to the Porsche fans in
California. We’re tackling the Long Beach event as last year’s winners. This is ex-
tremely motivating for the entire squad, particularly after our misfortune in Sebring.”
Marco Ujhasi, Overall Project Manager GT Works Motorsport: “This race puts the
whole team under extreme pressure. Because the race is so short, every second you
lose in the pits is two times more painful. We normally do just one pit stop. Refuel,

new tyres, change drivers — it has to run like clockwork otherwise you’ve already lost.
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That’'s what makes this race so thrilling for drivers and such a huge spectacle for
fans.”

Sebastian Golz, Project Manager GT Customer Motorsport: “The rubber left on the
track between the practice sessions and the race changes the surface charac-
teristics more on a city circuit than on a dedicated racetrack. The very slow hair-
pins require good traction so that the drivers can get back on the throttle as quickly
as possible. Thanks to its vehicle concept, our 911 GT3 R certainly has an ad-
vantage in this regard.”

Patrick Pilet (911 RSR #911): “The Long Beach city circuit is one of my favourite
tracks in the USA. Last year we scored our first win of the season there, and we’d
like to do that again with the new 911 RSR. The fans know why they come to Long
Beach: To be permanently at the limit on this track is a fantastic challenge for drivers
and makes for a gripping race.”

Dirk Werner (911 RSR #911): “Long Beach is a very special place to go racing. It's a
fantastic city circuit and great fun. The comparison to Monaco is really fitting. The
racetrack is tricky and the more rubber that’s left on the track, the faster we become
from one practice to the next. You have to stay focussed. The special challenge will
be to find a perfect setup for our 911 RSR during the short practice session.”
Laurens Vanthoor (911 RSR #912): “| like racing on street circuits. I'm not yet famil-
iar with Long Beach. The fact that we drive with the equally as popular IndyCar series
on the same weekend will undoubtedly make Long Beach a highlight of the season.”
Kévin Estre (911 RSR #912): “I love city circuits. They’re something special and a
welcome change, particularly for us drivers. You can even overtake in Long Beach,
so we'll definitely witness a riveting race. But it's not only about that: With its sun and
ocean, California is simply fun.”

Michael Christensen (911 GT3 R #28): “Long Beach is a great race. I'm looking
forward to driving again with Alegra Motorsports in the 911 GT3 R. Its a fantastic
crew and | hope that we will be as competitive as we’ve been in Daytona.”

Jorg Bergmeister (911 GT3 R #73): “The Long Beach circuit is as unique as the
setting. The city course is one of the world’s most beautiful and is a fantastic chal-
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lenge. There are virtually no run-off areas. Every mistake has immediate conse-
quences. If you take a corner too fast you hit the wall.”

Wolf Henzler (911 GT3 R #991): “The race in Long Beach is a real highlight. | enjoy
city circuits for practical reasons: The hotels are right next to the track and when you
want to go out for dinner there are real restaurants and not just fast food places.”

This is the IMSA SportsCar Championship

The IMSA SportsCar Championship is a sports car race series contested in the USA
and Canada, which was run in 2014 for the first time. The series was formed from the
merger of the American Le Mans Series and the Grand-Am Series. Sports prototypes
and sports cars start in four different classes: GTLM (GT Le Mans), GTD (GT Dayto-
na), P (Prototype) and PC (Prototype Challenge). The new Porsche 911 RSR runs in
the GTLM class, with the Porsche 911 GT3 R contesting the GTD class.

Please note: Photos and videos of IMSA SportsCar Championship are available for journalists from
the Porsche Press Database on https://presse.porsche.de. The Twitter channel @PorscheRaces
provides live updates with the latest information and photos from race tracks around the world. Jour-
nalists also have access to the digital Porsche Motorsport Media Guide on
https://presse.porsche.de/motorsport. Porsche Communication provides a new service for journal-
ists, bloggers and online multipliers under www.newsroom.porsche.com. Up-to-date video news can
be downloaded from www.vimeo.com/porschenewsroom.

911 GT3 RS: Fuel consumption combined 12.7 I/100 km; urban 19.2 1/100 km; extra urban 8.9 1/100
km; CO, emissions 296 g/km; efficiency class (Germany): G
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