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FIA World Endurance Championship WEC, LMP1, Round 8, Shanghai (China), Preview 

 
Match point for Porsche in the fight for the manufacturers’ championship  
 
Stuttgart. On November 6 the FIA World Endurance Championship is having its eighth 

and, at the same time, penultimate round of the 2016 season. One year ago in Shang-

hai Porsche celebrated an early win in the manufacturers’ world championship. Noth-

ing less than the defence of this title is the target for this year’s six-hour race at the 

Chinese Formula One circuit. So far this season the Porsche Team has achieved five 

race wins with its two 919 Hybrids and leads the manufacturers’ world championship 

with 263 points ahead of Audi (204) and Toyota (174). With the current advantage 

being 59 points, the team could start partying if the gap was at least 44 points after six 

hours of racing.  

 

We very much regret the loss of Audi as a great competitor from the 2017 WEC season 

on. Porsche will compete in the entire 2017 WEC season as planned. So far Porsche 

has derived a huge benefit in terms of knowledge and innovations for production cars 

from the LMP1 programme – this applies in particular to the 24-hour race at Le Mans. 

 

To be too relaxed in this year`s fight for the championship would be wrong, warned 

Fritz Enzinger. The Vice President LMP1 points to last year’s experience: “At the final 

race in Bahrain in 2015, it was the drivers’ title that seemed fairly easy to get. We had 

a dominant car and needed no more than P4 for the trophy. But this title win was a 

nerve-wracking thriller, and we finished P5 because we had technical issues. Back 

then it only worked out because the sister car successfully fought for the race win. The 

lesson is: in a six-hour race everything can happen – be it in the first corner after the 



Press Release  October 31, 2016 
No. M 220/16 

Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche Aktiengesellschaft 2 of 5 Public Relations and Press  
Porscheplatz 1  Motorsport Press 
70435 Stuttgart  Holger Eckhardt 
  phone: +49 (0)711 911 – 24959 
  holger.eckhardt@porsche.de 
   
 

start or in the final minutes, like this year in Le Mans. The key challenge is always to 

complete the distance with no problems.”   

 

Team Principal Andreas Seidl analysed: “The circuit layout in Shanghai tends to suit 

the 919’s characteristics better than that of the Fuji Speedway where we were most 

recently. But a huge amount of factors matter and in the two recent races we have 

seen that the competition is at least on the same level as us. In Austin, as well as in 

Fuji, we had problems with our number 2 car, because the front picked up a lot of tyre 

rubber from the track, and that disturbed the car’s balance until we changed the front 

bodywork. In Shanghai we want to fight for top positions again with our proven, very 

reliable 919 Hybrid and another error free team effort.” 

 

In the drivers’ world championship, the trio of Romain Dumas (FR), Neel Jani (CH) and 

Marc Lieb (DE) top the standings with 140 points ahead of the best-placed Toyota 

(117) and Audi drivers (111.5). To secure an early title win, Dumas/Jani/Lieb would 

have to extend their current 23-point advantage in Shanghai to 26 points. The crew of 

the sister Porsche, Timo Bernhard (DE), Brendon Hartley (NZ) and Mark Webber (AU), 

has 93.5 points to its tally and ranks fourth.  

 

The Weissach developed Porsche 919 Hybrid produces a system power of over 900 

HP (662 kW). Its combustion engine is a ground breaking downsizing motor: the very 

compact two-litre V4 turbocharged petrol engine drives the rear axle with almost 500 

HP (368 kW). Two different energy recovery systems – brake energy from the front 

and exhaust energy – feed a lithium ion battery that, on command, passes on the en-

ergy to an E machine to power the front axle with an extra boost of over 400 HP (294 

kW).  

 

Quotes before the race: 
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Drivers Porsche 919 Hybrid number 1 
Timo Bernhard (35, Germany): “The Shanghai circuit isn’t an easy one to drive, but I 

quite like racing there. Just the first corner doesn’t really float my boat: this snail-like 

right-hander seems endless. It is getting tighter all the time and it is slow. After that, 

the lap features very different cornering speeds. There are some mid-speed corners 

and a few corner combinations especially for which you have to position the car pre-

cisely.” 

 
Brendon Hartley (26, New Zealand): “After coming close but not taking victory at the 

most recent race in Fuji, it's now extremely unlikely our number 1 car crew will get a 

chance to defend the drivers’ championship title. However, we can do our bit to secure 

the manufacturers’ championship title for Porsche and, therefore, we will fight for more 

victories. The Shanghai circuit should suit our 919 Hybrid.” 

 

Mark Webber (40, Australia): “After the epic battle in Fuji with our rivals, I'm really 

looking forward to getting to Shanghai where I'm expecting more of the same. I believe 

that the Porsche 919 will suit Shanghai's layout very well, and it's a track that 

Timo, Brendon and I really enjoy driving at. Clearly the goal for the weekend is to stand 

on the middle step of the podium, but, as we've seen in the last four or five events, you 

have to have everything lined up perfectly for that six hour window. This is something 

we're more than capable of doing.” 

 
Drivers Porsche 919 Hybrid number 2 
Romain Dumas (38, France): “In Shanghai we have to do everything we can to return 

to the good shape we used to have. Since the Le Mans 24-Hours we have been strug-

gling, but for a reason we have yet to identify. For sure, finishing fourth or fifth does not 

represent our capabilities. We have to get back to our original strengths.” 

 

Neel Jani (32, Switzerland): “So far we have always done well with the 919 in Shang-

hai, and I expect us to be up front there again. But it is going to be tough. The target is 
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clear: for the drivers’ championship we have to finish the race ahead of our direct com-

petition, namely the number 6 Toyota and the number 8 Audi. But both will be strong. 

The classic philosophy of endurance racing has long gone. The level in the WEC is 

extremely high, and it is sprint racing from the first until the last lap. After six hours of 

racing, only seconds decide on winning or losing. Our situation in the points is good, 

but we have to exploit our full potential in every single stint.”  

 

Marc Lieb (36, Germany): “The last four races were not good. For the crucial period 

of the championship we want to pull ourselves out of this low and recall in Shanghai 

the performance that is expected from us, and that meets our own standards. Excite-

ment is guaranteed.” 

 

Facts and figures: 
- The six-hour race on the Shanghai International Circuit is the eighth and penul-

timate round of the 2016 FIA WEC and starts on November 6 at 11:00 hrs local 

time (04:00 hrs in Central Europe). 

- The official WEC App can be downloaded free of charge in its basic version 

and can be extended (not free of charge) by a live stream. Several live fea-

tures, such as on-board cameras, timing and GPS tracking, are implemented 

in the Porsche Motorsport App (free of charge) and at porsche.com/fiawec. 

- In 2015 Hartley/Webber (1:42.719 minutes) and Dumas/Lieb (1:43.488 

minutes) locked out the front row of the grid. (In the WEC the average of the 

respective best laps of two drivers counts for the grid position.) 

- Last year about two thirds of the race were held on a wet track. Bernhard/Hart-

ley/Webber won ahead of Dumas/Jani/Lieb. What back then was the fourth one-

two race result of the season for Porsche secured an early title win in the man-

ufacturers’ world championship. 

- The WEC efficiency regulations limit the amount of energy that can be used per 

lap. In Shanghai the Porsche 919 Hybrid can use 4.95 megajoule of electrical 

power from energy recovery systems and 1.395 kg/1.910 litres of petrol. 

- At normal race speed (no safety car) the Porsche 919 Hybrid is due for refuelling 
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after every 31 laps at the latest.  

- Refuelling and changing tyres may only be done sequentially, not at the same 

time. Only four mechanics may work simultaneously when changing tyres and 

also may use only one wheel gun at a time. That takes a lot longer than in F1, 

for example.  

- The drivers are normally only changed when new tyres are needed.  

- A set of Michelin slick tyres should ideally last two fuel tank fills. However, in 

order to set the best lap times, it may be sensible to change tyres more often. 

- These different types of tyres can be used: three different compounds of slick 

tyres for dry conditions, a hybrid tyre (no profile either but softer cover) for mixed 

conditions and wet weather tyres. 6.5 sets of dry weather tyres are available per 

car for qualifying and the race.  

- A lap of the Shanghai International Circuit, used for Formula One Grands Prix 

since 2004, is 5.451 kilometres. It has 16 corners – nine right-handers and 

seven left-handers – of which the well known “snail corner” at the beginning of 

each lap counts as a double right-hander. From a bird’s eye view the track’s 

layout is reminiscent of the Chinese characters of “shàng” that translates into 

“upward” or “up” and also is part of the city name of Shanghai. 

- The circuit is located about 40 kilometres outside the city centre. 

 

All points standings: http://www.fiawec.com/courses/classification.html 

All results: http://fiawec.alkamelsystems.com 

 
Note: Text, photo and video material for the LMP1 programme is free to access at the Porsche Press 

Database on https://presse.porsche.de. The link https://presse.porsche.de/motorsport takes you 

straight to the Motorsport Media Guide. The LMP1 Twitter channel @Porsche_Team provides the latest 

information, photos and video clips live from the race tracks. Further live features are available at 

www.porsche.com/fiawec. Further journalistic content can be found in the Newsroom at  www.news-

room.porsche.com. Video News can be viewed on www.vimeo.com/porschenewsroom. 
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